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Editorial
West Germany and NATO

e row that has erupred between West Germany and other members of
MNATC), particularly the US and the Thatcher government, over the
luture of shorl rnge missiles in Evrope, 15 of major sigmicance. The
decision by the Kohl government, led by foreign minister, Hans Dictrich
Genscher, o delay agreement on a new generation of short-range
missiles, and to call for early talks with the Sovier Union on
reducing such missiles, has provoked consternation amang its NATO
allies. But 1t also clarifies debate on the left regarding the relations
berween the United Ststes and Western Lurope

Phe dismay in NATO i= not because the US, Britain or France believe
thal the Kohl government s itsell any less comntitied than they are to
the ‘modernisation’ ol nuelear weapons in Europe. On the contrary,
onlv a few months ago, Kohl was determinedly demonstruting his
liawkish defence position, by stating that conscription in West Germany
wotld be increased (rom 15 w0 18 months and supporting eventual
nucieur modernisation.

The concern s due 1o the reasons underlying the Kohl
governmeni’s factical step. 1L was taken for purely elecioral reasons.
While West Germany™s governmenl may be fully committed 1o NATO's
nuclear arms, the same is not true af the West German working class,

There is a saving current in West Germany: ‘The shorter the range,
the desder the Germans. The elimination of mermediite mange
weppons, and the increasing siress on short-range weapons which
would only fall on Germany, has provoked an understandable response
in West Germany.

Opinion polls reveal that B0 per cent of West Germans want total
nuclear disarmament in Furope: AL the end of last yvear 83 per cent
trusied Gorbachev more than Reagan, and 80 per cent saw no scrigus
threat (rom the Soviet Unlon.

Facing Buro and municipal elections in June, and having received
substantial sethacks at the polls in the last rwo local elections, Lhe Kohl
government lirst retracted lts decision on extending military service,
and then threw the cal among the pigeons in NATO.

The fear stalking the US and Thatcher s that the steength of West
Cierman public opinian is now so roused that i will become impossible
for the pelitical dvnamic which has now been set up 1o be halted. A
cynical elecroral tactic may arouse uncontrollable demands in the West
German working class. Fear of the electoral consequences has muezled
the West German ruling ¢lass's opposition to nuclear disgrmament,
allowing popular svmpathy for Gorbachev's disarmament [nitiatives to
o unchallenged. Bush. echoed by Thatcher, lears that the tide that has
beenallowed oy run free may he slipping entirely owl of control.

Phe blow-up within NAIO reveals two vital facts. Fiestly, @t
demonstrates, once again, thal Germany 1s the decisive country for the
developmuent of Europe as 4 whole — the hinge berween its Fastern and
Western halves. It is in West Germany above all that the US and night
wing domination of Europe can be broken,

Second it shows that it is nor competition hetween the imperialists
Lhat is the driving force of progressive development. There is no sign a
all that it is German capital which is the driving force in the present
situation. Tt is the West German working class, rellected through the
fear of the electoral conseguences, which is striking a blow against the
LS and Thatcher — as well as breaking the imperalist encirclement of
Eastern Furope and creating the [irst rcal success for Soviet [oreign
policv against the West™s armaments drive
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A Policy Review for capital

The documents for
Labour’s Policy HReview
both confirm its role and
are also an imporant step
in the reorganisadon of
Britsh politics. The first
step in the Policy Review
was to bring Labour on all
major issues back within a
framework accepizhle to
capital — @nd in particular
o recrient Labour towards
the type of right wing Euro-
pean politics that are going
to dominate the 1990s. The
Policy Review accomplishes
this.

On unilateralism the pro-
posal to ‘nepotiate away' Tri-
dent, with no time limit set for
this, and no commitment
should ‘negotiation’ not suc-
geed, 15 simply a proposal Tri-
dent will be kept — as it will
he

O the trade wnions the

crucial - leawores of  the
posi-197% union laws will be
maintained — as the im-
mediate disowning of

Meacher for sugiesting Lhat
the right 10 solidarty action
should be restored shows.

Om the sconomy the Policy
Review simply states  (hat
Labour will et up an invest-
ment bank and transform the
Department of Trade and In-
dustry — in short it has no
serious  proposals whatever,
Apart from British Telecomm
snd Water thére will be no
rénationalisations.

EEC membership, that is
membership of the organisa-
tion designed to shore up
European capital and create &
European military maching,
will be maintained.

With the outcome of the
Policy Revisw process, which
will be mutificd at annual con-
ferenee, Labour will have
abandoned every  major
policy unacceplable to British
capital — the gqualitative over-
turning of cvery major left-
wing policy adopted in the
post-1979 period.

But the Policy Review -also
represents 4 step i a second
progess, The Labour leader-
ship still has no credible
coonomic or piher policy and,
withowt that, no palicy for
winning an election. Labour's
sole hope of winning in 1991

Labout

or 1992 is that (here will be an
economic collapse sufficient
{0 lilerully propel Thatcher
[rom office — not 2 very like-
l¥ prospect.

I'he secand part of the
campaign that the Policy
Review rmepresents is therefore
glready being prepared. This
15 for proportional representa-
tion and, in the world of real

pilities, coalition with the
SLDYSDP
Aprl's  AEU National

Committes, by adopting over-
whelmingly a resolution on
‘electoral reform’, and by tak-
ing il 1o the Labour Party con-
[erenee, has laken PR out of
the frimges of politics and
placed it'in the mainsiream of
the Labour right’s agenda.
Meanwhile Charter 88, with
the full participation of the
Socialist Sociery, is running 4
campaign 1o disarm opposi-
tion to PR from the left.

[his campaign will not, of
course, succeed before the
next election. Bul after the
Policy Review there are now
no crucial policy differences
which divide Labour from the
SLD. Cueervthing is mow in
place f{or the reorganisation
of British non-Tory politics. It
merncly requires Labour's elec-
toral defeat 1o precipitate it.

And for capitai this is now

& major issue As long as
Margaret Thatcher had the
unchallenged  benefit  of
Morth Sea Oil her government
was going to remain in oflice
Capital did not have 1o con-
sider Labour from Lhe point
of view of an alternative
government and 1t was not an
immediate, as opposed m a
strategic, matter for capital
what policies it had.

MNow matters are posed dil-
ferently. The great ofl boom is
running down. The most im-
portant task [or  British
capital is to rebulld manufac-
tiuring industry in order |o
turn round the deficit in the
balance of pavments — which
is now the largest deficit, asa
proportion ‘of GDP, of any
major economy. That, in
turn, will improve the relation
of forces for the working
class.

What we dre secing today is
a tremendous  display  of
capitalist hegemony — its
abillty, and need, w contml
not enly the zovernment hut
alsc the opprsition {and, i
possible, the opposition to the
opposition). Capital has now
secured in place the alter-
native  povernment, the
Labour-SI.D coalition, for
any poinl in time in the 1990,
when  Thatcherism  fajis,
Those in the Communisi Par-
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¥, Morxism  Today, the
Socialist Society ¢w who have
campaigned for PR have
merely provided a lefi cover
for this — they are part of the
mechanism il capital’s
hegemony, oot an alternative
ol

For socialists it means 4
new sitwation, There s oo
significant political focus out-
side the Labour Party o its
left, On the conmmzry the
forces thal conmtinue 1o ad-
vance, women and black poo-
Pley are doing so within it. But
it does mean work in the party
has 1o change. The fight Lo
maintain any of the key pro-
gressive policies won  after
1979 will be lost at this con-
ference, The left failed in irs
task Lo wage the most effec-
tive fight to dafend them, The
only effective [ght was that
waged by the foroes of Labour
l.eft Liaison ‘and ar evenls
such as the Policy Review
conferances,

I'he most urgent task now,
leading to conference, s to
creqle the organisation 1o win
the maximum possible vole
against the Policy Review, The
nexe crucial step will be o
continue  thal organisation
afterwarts agminst Labour's
new ‘Turosociabst’ [reme-
work
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The upturn in trade union militancy

The spring of 1989 has seen
a clear sign of an upturn in
trade union struggle. 1987
and 1988 already saw a par-
tial recovery from the total-
ly depressed level of 1986 —
with 1.5 and 3.7 million
days lost in strikes respec-
tively compared to L9
million in 1986,

In erms of individual
disputes, the solid London
tube dispute s in sharp con-
irast 1o the collapse of the
previous allempt &b a sirike
two vears ago. BBC stafl are
taking industrial action. The
right wing AEU is threatening
& series of regional strikes. All
the signs are the dockers will
vorle for a strike to defend the
Matipnal  Dock  Labour
scheme — althouwgh this will
be a4 defonsive struggle

The recent upturn i in-
dustrial struggles is  accom-
panied by more structoral
{rertds in the unions. USDAW
this year reported its second
suecessive veéar of growth.
This follows last vear’s in-
crease m membership by
LCATT, MALGO and other
unions. Another straw in the
wind is that membership of
the AEU in MNissan, which a
vear @go stood at only 7 per
cent, has now risen (o 30 per
cent in sections of the factory

The vote by the AEL Ma-
tional Commitee, by 61-5§,
dgainst amalgamation with
the EETPU is another symp-
tom of the same process, BEven
il Jordan attempis [0 circum
vent this by & national ballol,
a5 Hammond is umging, (he

1B7E=100

vote is a clear sethack lor the
rlght wing. And if the ADU
does not amalgamate with the
EETPU then the latter is by
itself & completely snffi-
cient ‘imslrument Lo carry
through capiral’s plans (o split
the TUC.

While taal union member-
ship is still falling these rends
dre in contrast to the universal

collapse  in  trade union
membership  between 15979
and 1986 — when member-

ship of umons affiliated to the
TUC f2ll from 134 million o
9.5 million and when the
TGWL lost 31 per cenl of its
members, the WUR 28 per
cent, the GMB 23 per cent,
and the AEL 20 per.cent,

This relative Improvemeont
of the situation of the unions
is not, of course, stopping the
government stepping up (heir
attack on them. The new
groen paper on trade union
law would ban the pre-enmtry
closed shop, Tory backben-
chers are increasing their cam-
paign for the step the govern-
ment i weighing up of bann-
ing the closed shop altogether

although certain sections
of employers @ opposed o
this. Teachers remain depriv-
ed of their right w pay
bargaining.

[he vicious campaign
around the prison warders a)
Wandsworth earlier this veur
was sipnificant not in itself
prisen  warlers deserve nn
support — butl becalse it was
cledrly a warming up for the
goal of removing the right 10
sirike 1 ‘essenti] services', 1L

s

e = e = - = ———_— o

e

Voar

0

i= also clear (hwat no sionifi-
vanl trade union leadership is
going to - defy the law, The
government has succeeded in
creating a new [ramework of
law Tor the unions,
MNevertheless  there  are
substantial reasons to believe
that the recent upturn of trade
union strugple has & solid
economic base The labour

markel, despite mass
ungmplovment, s perceptibly
tighlenming — particularly in

manufacturng. Morc than a
million emplovess have been
taken on during the lase two
and a half vears. The number
ol workers  employved  in
manufaciunag indusiry  has
not fallen for (wo vears, The
avermge - number of hours
overtime o week worked in
manulaciuring  industry, ar
9.5, 15 pow the highesr since
1979,

The hackground is thit the
anticipated Lpurm in
munulaciuring  indusry is
COming on siréam very rapid-
lv. laking thc period sincs
1979 the growth of Uk
manulaciuring has now over-
taken that of France and is
catching up with that of West
Ciermany  and Iy  —
although  the  Eurppean
economies Temain far behind
those of Japan and the United
States o rale of growth of
manufacturing (sce Figure 1),

Furthermore nismg manu-
faciuring purput, -and- a tght-
cring of the iabour market are
bring sccompanied by rising
inflaton — almost certain (O
o ahove eight per cent next
month, There is nothing like a
combination of rising outpul

Creating & sirong bargain-
ing position — and rising infl-
ation for trade union struggle.
Pay seltlements are now over
mine per cenl and governmant
Attempts fo Tun & wages policy
in the public sector arc likely
to ingrease the discontent
{herne

We are nol ‘on the ¢éve ol &
‘spring of discontent”, But
there is everv reason to sup-
pose thay 1984 will sea a par-
(gl recovery of trade Lmion
struggle from the extremel
depressed lovels following the
miners” sirike. Thar will be an
imporiant  backdrop 10 the
political situation.

The proposed NALGO!
NUPE merger is onc of the
most significant changes in
the Brirish labour move-
ment in recent years. The
two unions agreed last vear
to begin positive discussions
on merger and to present
detailed proposals in 1090,
with merger completed (if
all goes well) hy 1992,

NALGO and NUPE are
the [argest unions organised
in the public sector and are
among the fastest growing
in Britain. A new union with
combined membership in
the region of 1,394,700 —
larger than the TGWU —
would be one of the best
resourced amd  sirongest
trade unmions in  Western
Europe.

The proportion of women
in such a onion would be
around 60 per cent (871,000),
The interim report recogs
nises, albeit briefly, rthat
women's needs in terms of
policy and organisation
must be central e the
discussions, It is no coin-
cidence that this year will
see the first national
NALGOD women’s confer-
ence — @ step towards mod-
ernisation of the uaion.

However, the interim
report reveals a number of
problems in the approach
being tuken.

The report makes the
briefest of references [0
black workers. Given the L~
mrn the NALGO NEC at
tempied on positive action
and black scl-organisation
last year, this is clearly a0
arca that needs 1o bE
developed.

Merger makes sense 88
the two uonions sharc the
same employers and md
tional and local bargaining
structures, They also face

——
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One big union

the same threars, like CCT
and cuts in expenditure,

Such a merged undon
would represent members
from across 3 whole range of
occupations  from  street
sweepers to  solicitors.
Because of the level and
namre of the assault on
public services, it is wvital
that the manual worker/of
ficer divide is broken down
so that all public sector
workers can onite and
organise together. A merged
union would facilitate this,

However there will be op-
position from ‘professional’
sections of workers which
manifests itsell most sharp-
ly on the gquestion of
political affiliation,

NALGO recently comfor-
tably won its ballot for a
political fund. Political ai-
filiation was once used asan
obstacle to merger, but
clearly the palitical fund
result shows that the ground
has shifted.

The interim report is
mealy-mouthed on the sub-
ject of affiliation and refers
to maintaining two separate
structures. The campaign
for political affiliation must
start this year. The NALGO
membership will have to en-
sure that this issue is con-
fronted and nor dodged. We
need a full membership
ballot on affiliation and
work to ensure its success
must begin at this year's
conference, with the one
compaosited resolutlon that
has been submitted.

There is a year in which to
wage a united campaign
among NALGO and NUPE
members on this issue in
readiness for the 1990 con-
ference. What we must not
allow to happen is the crea-
ten of a massive trade
unign, of great weight in the
labour movement, with half
of its members still seeing
themselves as part of a Staff
Association,

The 1990s urgently de-
mand something different
from this.

CARCLINE HALL
Assistant Secretary
Islington NALGD

—

NUT conference moves leftwards

The reports of the National
Union of Teachers' (NUT)
conference may well have
given a misleading impres-
sion. The narrow defeat in
the wvotr on  whether
teachers would take sirike
action over pay belies the
underlying trend to the lefi
in the union revealed at
conference.

I fact the left emerped
considerably strengthened in
relation o the leadership of
the unwin, This was par-
ticilarly clear on anti-racism
whery Lhe union voled to in-
vlude black self-organisation
within it's stru¢iure — anly
the second unien to do so.

Anather positive develop-
menl was the large Time To
Go [ringe meeting involving
the dominant lefr formation,
Soctalist  Teachers Alliunce
(STA) and also sections of the
Hroad [efi which dominates
the execulivie, This meeting,
with Ken Livingstone M as
Lhe main speaker, has laid the
basis for taking Ireland into
the umion for the lirst ime

The union's direction is
mapped oul by a Broad
Leftsright wing  strategy
which arose two vears aso
when the leadership of the lefi
was heing witch-hunted. [The
leaders of the [nner London
Teachers" Association (ILTA)
were  suspended from  the
uninn), That right turm coin-
cided with the launch of
Baker's offensive At that

time, the @oceutive Appédred
credible to conferenve which
helieved that it had the means
o defear  Baker  Today,
{ollowing dafeans, the
membership 1+ dissansfied,
but is as ver only prepared (o
support the left on certain
izsLes.

This has led 1o g cnsism the
Rmad Laft where clearly a
lfrze section of it wants to de-
fend progressive  education
und advance an social iasues,
while those mest wrapped up
in the union bureaucracy are
tied 10 right-winger Doug
MeAvoy's sirategy of business
wniomism. (Doug MoAvoy 16
the righl wing candidate for
genersl scorctary o succeed
Fred Jarvish

Ihis alliance berween the
Hroad Left and the right is
contradictory. and may break
up

Part of the basc for the
Broad Tell is among women
machers who are bearing
more of the brunt of Baker's
attacks and this oo is exerting
PrESSUTE.

In this situation the STA
was able o give direction,
conyincing conlenmee on a
number of issues of the need
and the means lo defend state
edocation [rom attack.

The STA should be able to
win at least some Broad Lelt
support ona number of issues
which will break the alliance

with the fight, Ireland wnd
Time To Go 13 one bor also
(uestions sach as the political
fund and. the *Aim<and Ob-
jects’ of the umien which
restrice the policies of the
wnion 1 Wery DErTow  con-
fines, are also positions which
vould change,

Diospitz the vores of con-
ference, the executive is i
ahout o maké a U-turn.
There is nod going (o be cven
verbal opposition to Baker,
bidl imsleayd more considers-
e of *working wichin®

The role of Jack Straw at
the  Socialist Edycation
Association  meeling  was
testimony 10 this. What he
said essentiglly was ‘Baker's
education is what the public
wanty so Labour will have ro
show that it can manage
Baker's lepacy better than
Baker'. The exceutive will
happily sav that no political
party is prepared to turn the
clock back, so we've got to sell
gducation and all fz ‘new’
values,

Cine of the tasks for the lefl
is 1o understand the threat
from Straw and the majority
of the NUT exccutive and take
on board the fight within the
labour movement to establish
cducation  policies  which
serve the interasis of women,
black people, and the working
class as a whaole,

RAY SIROTKIN

Women's conference will
test views on policy review

This year's Natonal Labour
Women's Conference will be
the first national meeting of
the party to debate many of
the issues in the final policy
review documents,

A number of reselutions
and amendments defending
the party's policy on
unilateralism will ensure
there Is a debate. The out-
come of the vote on this
issue will begin to reveal the
relationship of forces in the
party as a whole.

Following the extension
to the consultadon on
women's organisation,
agreed by party conference
last wyear, new proposals
have come forward which

will alen be debated in June.

The most important of
these, originating with the
TGWU and now supported
by MUPE in a resolution to
women's conference, is 1o
create a now  nations]
women’s committee by
merging the NEC women's
committee and the
regionally clected National
Lahour Women's
Commitiee.

The precise proposal thar
went to the two commitices,
and to the full NEC, in
April, i w create & hody
composed of NEC members
— who must be women —
together with eleven
representatives clected

regionally as at present, and
six trade union represen-
tatives to be elected by the
unions at the National Con-
ference of Labour Women.

This propasal includes at
least a component of nariona!
election to the committee.
The weakness of the pro-
posal is that these national
elections apply only to the
trade unions, with women®s
sections having no
equivalent right.

Ireland will also he
debated at conference, with
support for the Time To Go
campaign and charter a
likely outcome,

JUDE WOCDWARD
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Behind the crisis in the
National Union of Students

A right winger was elected
National Secrctary of the
MNadonal Union of Smudents
for the first time in many
years at this year's NUS
conference. The National
Organisation of Labour
Smdents is deeply divided
over the Labour right's pro-
posal that Labour Students
give up the leadership of
NUS altogether and reach
an agreement with the right
wing.

The background to the
crises in the NUS and NOLS
is the fact that Britain’s clitist
edocation system is totally in-
adeguate o create the skilled
workforce which is essentizl
10 increase the productivity of
British manulaciuring in-
dustry. In comparison o
other education systems, Hri-
tain trains far fewer students
for far less time,

Rather than allocale more
public funds to education and
cutting defence spending, the
proportion  of govermment
spending on education has
gone down over the [ast
decade, The povernment is
rrving to expand the educa-
tion system relving on fingnce
[rem hig business and by
reducing the living standards
of students and teachers,

This is the meaning of the
sp-called training  schemes
which provide emplovers with
young employees for wages
eguivalent o or less than sup-
plementary bencfit, paid by
the government; the City
Technical Colleges, set up by
big business Lo cater for their
own needs; the re-ordering of
the polytechnic system, which
gives business a 50 per cent
say in the running of
polvtechnics, and the final say
to the government minister
for education.

Likewise the replacement
af the University  Grants
Commirttee by the Universities
and Colleges Funding Com-
mittee, will give business the
greatest say in the make-up of
courses offered by
universities

The mechanisms 0 make
students pay for their own
cducation mclude muassively
inflated fecy for overscas
students, the removal of hous-

ing benefic and vacation
benelits for home studenis,
the threatened introduction
of mandatory payment of tui-
tion fees, student loans in-
stead of grants and the fact
that the student grant now is
worth a fraction of whar it
was. in 1979, The most
stralegic proposal &5 for stu-
dent loans, which will have
drastic ¢ffects on the smdent
population.

MAlongside Lhese measures
ap ways of nmoving  the
palitical obstactes to their im-
plementation. Yoluntary
membership of NUS in the
form it was ariginally propos-
cd was rojecied by such bodies
as the Brewers' Association
but is certain to resurface in
same other form.

These attacks on the sto-
dent movement by the govern-
ment dovetail with the re-
emergence of rightwing cur-
rents in the WUS which aim to
destroy it a5 4 nutonal
oraanisation. Firstly, the SDP
are attempting 0 get support
for the project of vrezling an
alternative, ‘independent’ na-
lional association of students
unions, on the grounds that
MNUS is part of the ‘loony
Labour |efi’ Having mare
success 15 @ grouping called
‘Students for Students’, with
essentially the same project as
the SDP, and supported by
them, which has succecded in
portraying itself as a genuine
alliance of independents,

Building on the anti-
Labour feeling which has
arisen  in response too the
refusal of the NOLS leader-
ship of NUS 10 lead a massive
fight against loans, Studenis
for Students has  recejved
miuch support in the NUS,

The response of the leader-
ship of NOLS has been to
welcome it with open arms,
NOLS' right wing leadership
decided not to stand & can-
didate against Students for
Students’ most  prominent
personality, ‘Cosmo’ Hawkes,
for national secretary of NUS
this year As a result he was
elected to one of the most im-
poriant posts on the executive
stiting that he intends o be
president of NUS next vear.

The right wing in NOLS

®
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winifd like nothing berrer than
1o be parl of & centrefright
coalition on the NUS ex-
ecutive where they would no
longer be under any pressire
to carry out the fighting
polivies which they promise in
clections,

The MNOLS conference in
Fehruary this vear zaw the for-
matign ol “Student Labour
Aclion, a grouping with the
spocific sam of getting NOLS
w drop i involvement in
MNL/S. This grouping emerged
feam the ‘Democratic Lait’,
the “seft lefl" group which
leads NOLS, The result is that
thoze on the soft left who «till
helisve that NOILSY should
lewd NUS have no oreanisg-
tuon. The [ight over NOLS'
foture will be had over the
next year,

For the last threé vears a
Labour majority  has  bhesn
clecied 1o the leadecship of
MNUS despite the decision of
MCILS o stand a minority
slate. Bur this has been eroded
by the [ailure 10 lead WUSing
fight against student loans
and by their sccommodution
to Students for Students in
the elections 1w MU=
gREC Ve

Socialist Students in NOLS
(55iM ), which is controlled by
Suvcialist Crpaniser,  has
responded 1o Chis siteation
with a call for ‘left uniy' —
propasing that the left unites
(o elect 58I candidates to the
leadership  of NUS! The
whole project s seglanarn,
reducing the opposition to the
right to those preparad to sup-
part 55N Furfhermore,
S5IN specilically. have built
their support by aesom-
modating the populist, anti-
Labour rightin NL'®

It was S5i% who first pur
wgether  the  anti-1 abour

plock which has now heen
faken over by Stuwdents for
Students. 551N left unity -
gludes  anri-Labour  formoes
such as Plaid Cymru (who
defeatcd NOLS in the elec-
tions for WLIS Wales this
vear), ‘indepondents’  who
have stood against Labour
slatcs o varfous colleges, and
pro-imperialist [orces such as
the L nion of Fowish Studenis

The only force which can
beal (he right wing 8 NOLS,
and it would have beaten
Cosmo Hawkes had il siood a
candidate azainst him. [n the
full-time elzctions NOLS won
overy post [or which ic stood
by a landshide 1t was only in
the pari-lime elections where
NOLS candiddtes stand in a
block of twelve with indepen-
dent Labour and other cand-
idates thal their vole is greatly
reditged, begause at that point
it represents the vote for the
Diemocratic Left® faction not
a wvorte for 1abouyr

This.means that the wsk for
the left m NLUIS ovor the com-
1ng vodr 1= to fight in NOLS
for Labour to continue (o lead
MLS, The best chanee of this
wiild be provided by a left
MNOLS slate, with a commii-
ment to fighting loans and
defending all aof NUS'
membership,

There ‘is mass support for
the politics of the Lahour lelt
in NUS, shown by the aiten-
dance at the Compaiem Stu-
dentr lringe meeling addressed
by Ken Livingstone, which
was the largest fringe meeting
pf the last MNUS conference
Thie teft should unite (o make
sirg thal MOLS stands for the
key posts in NUS next vear
with a left slate commited (o
leading the fight agains stu-
dent loans,

FOLYYITTORINI




InView

New threat
to abortion
rights

The outcome of the current
threat tn legal abortion in
the United States will have
implications for women's
right to choose interna-
tionally, The most serious
threat to US women’s abor-
tion rights since 1971 pro-
mpted, on 9 April, the big-
gest demonstration on any
matter there for 15 vears.

The demonstration  was
called by the Martional
Chreanisation o  Women
(NOW) 1o defend the 1973
Roe v Wade ruling which ef-
[ectively puamnteed the right
to abortion under the LIS con-
stitution. Estimares of the size
of the demonsrration, which
was  sponsored. by 478
areanisalions, vancd between
300,00G and 600,000, of which
90 per cont were women — the
biggest ever - gathering of
wormen i LS history,

I'he anti-abortion  drive,
which has become increasing-
lv vielent with 30 bombings
and 38 arsom attacks om
¢limcs mn the last decade, was
given a huge boost by the
declaration of in@nt by
Georze Bush in his inaugum-
ion speech o wipe  out
dboriion.

Any victory for the anti-
abortionises in the Us will
bioost  their  determination
glsewhere Despile the recenl
victory  over David - Alton,
women in Britain face the
prospect of another attempt
1o restrict abortion rfights and
one with greater chance of
SLCCCSS,

In an unprecedentcd move
the povernment has indicated
its svmpathy o allocating
Fovernmeni tme (o a reslric-
tive abortion bill, most likely
one to cut the upper tme limit
from 28 10 24 weeks,

The decision of the Labour
MEC in March to recognise an
anli-abortion group as a
registered arpanisation does
not hode well [or the Labour
leadership’s commitmenl lo
fending off this now attack on
the 1967 Act

TIME TO GO! SHOW

17-18 June 1989

- The City University
jr - Northampton Square
5 co LONDON ECI1

After twenty years of negleet, the 'Time To Go! Show' 5 s weekend hréinsturm of politics and
culmre stimulsning discassion about figee Britisk withdrawal from Irelund can be acomplished

In mare than seventy sessions, over 1 bundred guest contributors From all over the world and
from all peints on the political spectrum; will look toward 4 pesitive conclusion to this
seemingly intractable problem. It will be & uniquee and historic garhering of minds.

Sessions mnge fom lectures o draniatisstians; mundables, pancls and ineerviews; o videos
and practical workshops, They will tey 1o reflect the diversity of opinion current on [reland,
ye! provide o telazed, informal almosphere in which to discuss

Whether you think of yourseli"ss @ beginner or an cipert, we guaranies 3 weekend to make
yuul think again.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE
® Diane Abbott MP ® Gerry Adams MP @ Peter Berresford
Ellis ® Victoria Brittain ® John Carroll ® Martin
Collins ® Anne Crilly ® Ken (‘,urric ® Paul Foot ® Peter
Hain ® Captain Kelly ® Mike Hicks ® Fred
Holroyd ® Martin Jacques ® Avtar Jouhl ® Mary
Lennon ® Ken Livingstone ® Seamus Mallon MP @ Nell

McCafferty ® Eamonn McCann ® Kevin McCorry ® Scarlet
McGwire ® David McKitterick ® Sister Jean
MacWatt ® Martin Moriarty ® Chris Myant ® Ruth
Riddick ® Clare Short MP ® Clive Soley MP ® Margaret
Ward ® Naomi Wayne @ Fr Des Wilson @

REGISTRATION

[ 300100 CL . S | - R e et

PLEASE SEND:
- Weekend tickets at £15.00 each ({12.50 ¢concesdions)
.--Reduced weekend rickets ar £12.50 (£10.80 concessions) {registered before 1 June)

~Group booking form, Six for the price of five. (Use the moncy saved to sponsor an unemploved
mtmhcr or subsidizse transport)

coMore leaflets, Cost price £4.00/100
PAYMENT: Please make cheques/postal orders payahle: TIME TO GO! SHOW

SEND TCk: Clare Short MP (Time To Go! Show registration), House of Commuons, Westminster,
London 5W1A DAA
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InView

In 1979, twenty years afier
the Cuban revolution the
FSLN organised the second
hreak  with  imperialist
domination in the United
States so called ‘backyard®
The Sandinistas’ victory
against Somoza celebrates
its tenth anniversary this 19
July.

The FSLN povernment
pursued policics direcied 1o
ensuring universal health and
cducution, promoting ol
emplovment and subsidising
hasic producis and services
Yehiools: and hospitals were
built, credits advanced (o
peasants and prices controll-
|

Targeiied by the Reagan ad-
mnisirtion, MNicaragua had
to contend with the world®™
mest powerfinl military and
coonamic  stale  using  its
resoiies and  influence (o
destabilise  the sovernment.
Lhis has incvitably placed
unbeamble strain on  the
MNiCcaraguin econonty.

Fifectively Micaragua had
[ susfain  contingous  war
stnce 1978 More than 460 per
cent of  the  government’s
budegct had 16 be spenl on
derenee dumng the soven vears
al the Contry wat, which cosl
£17.3 bn and inlMcted 50,000
casualiies.

IMroughour this period the

United States  has  or-
chesirared . an  internationnl
campnien for o finaouial

boweall of Nicamgua, using
iis imfluence 10 block
mudtilateral  eredit  sources.
This cut Jown the foreign
[ the government had in-
ittally obtained o assist with
its social progrumme

I'he tade embarao  has
dented Nicaraguw -access 10
the LIS marker for its produce
and for purchasing the spare
parts ngeded im an economy
hat had been totally ried to

Ten years of the Nicaraguan revolution

the US for the previous {ilty
yeEars

Mararal disastors and inmer
mational priges have wreaked
furiher havec Droughis in
the mid 80% redoced cTops
The devastating hurricanc last
COctober caused S840 m worlb
of damuge 2nd & luss of 30 per
cent In GNP Lower prices on
the intoroational muarkei for
Nicaragua's  main  export
crops have alse reduced its
FEVERIE,

[he combimed elfects of
war, disasters, lack ol foreizn
currency wnd spanc parls have
reduced productivity.
Wicaragua currently produces
l¢ss than ioconsumes and im-
ports wice as much as i ex-
poris. This trade delicl atong
with its [iscal deficit. have
fuelled hyperinflatan.

A1 the end ol last year infly-
tion was equivalent teoan an-
nual mte of 36,000 por cent.

Unuble tov pet significant
aid from capialist  slates
Nicarmguea his sought the sup-
port of the Soviei Union.
Allhkough momne substantial

—

Mikhail Gorbachev’s wvisit
to Cuba at the beginning of
“April was much less spec-
tacular than expected,
especially for those — in-
cluding some on the "lefi® —
who hoped for some iscip-
lining" of Castro.

MNevertheless, the signals
on the economic front given
| by the Russian leader were
|nmi|:|m|i!. enough for Cuba.
Cuba will have to compete
|on an equal footing with
other suppliers of the
USSR; ncgotiations have
| been started about [umre
sugar contracts between the
two countries; Gorbachev
| wanis his country to develop
| close economic ties with the
key Latin American coun-
tries and is exerting strong
behind-close-doors  pres-
sure on Cuba to follow suit;
and there will be nio reliefon
Cuba’s debt 1o the USSR.

The USSR’s policy in the
region was  accurately
characterised by Hugh

than  Western  aid.  rhe
gilimated %1 bn unnual
assisrance from the Soviet

Linion, is clearly designed 10
stgve ofl collapse of the
government rather thal
finance s recovery

Even then thery have been
gecasions such as in 1957
when the Sovier Union held
back vn ail supplies. As part
of Gorbachey™s aim o reach
agreemcnts with the L5, the
Soviet Union has ‘applied
pressire  on MNicamgea 0
redisee s arimed forees and
take other sleps called for by
the US:

Withour @eeess 1w suifl-
et aid - from cither the
capitalist of workoss' slales
the FSLM government bus
been forced wocul back onthe
size of its sockal progrmme in
arfer o ensire thesurvival of
the national economy. [n 1988
'.:]r'._lL'ILIh MMeAsres Wers [H.L.L-l—.
to cut 1 per cént oft the na
tional  budger and  recent
measires, of Jlonuary 1989,
are desigoed to cut 20 per
Comnt.

Fecpurces hove had o be
shift=d  away from  wage
carners il consumears o pro-
ducers in order o IAcrease ox-
ports and cul domestic con:
sumption. The price (hal the
Micarmaauan revolution is hav-
frng 1o pay in order o suryive
i decpering rensions nside
the counlry,

The economic pressore will
conlinge  Dospie deledring
the Contras, and the February
AEICETIET of Central
American presidenrs o dis-
hand their 2,088 strong
force, the Bush administra-
tion has recently announcad 4
bipartiszan acconl with Con-
gress on continued aid to the
Conrras, Irwill keep them in
being as a military force into
NCxi YoAr

I'he US hopes 1w deéstabilise
the elections which the FSLN
have now Boughr forward o
25 February 199, A< theelec
tions approgch Nicaragoa re-
quirex steppod up  inleTnd-
tiotal political and cconomiy
SUPROTT
HARRY GRAY

O'Shaghnessy in  the
{bserver on 23 April. *On 4
April the Soviet leader mov-
a.f a t deal closer to the
Wash vi in.. He
praised the Nicaraguan
government by name for its
decision to increase democ-
racy and reduoce its armed
forces. But by forcbearing to
criticise the governments of
El Salvador and Guatamala
whose political and human
rights records are sicken-
ing, or the government of
Honduras, the base for the
offensive against Nicar-
agua, he gave the impres-
slon that the gullty party in
Central America was Nicar-
agua itself. Predictably,
Gorbachev's change of
course has been followed in
the past week by a call from
US vice president Quayle
for further concessions by
Moscow 1o the US line on
Central America.

However, Cuba and the
Soviet Union signed a
25-vear Friendship and
Cooperation Treaty, more-

Gorbachev in Cuba

over Gorbachey stated that
the Soviet Union wonld stop
arms supplies to Nicaragua
only if the US did the same
throughout Central Amer-
ica. This s positive, but it
does noi represent Soviet
commitment to the support
Nicaragua desperately
needs faced with economic

strangulation by imperial-
Yot f

Owverall the outcome of
Gorbachey’s visit to Cuba
has all the ingredicnts of a
compromise between the
two leaders. While it is clear
that Gorbachev expects
Cuoba to become less of an
economic burden to the
USSR, this time roand Gor-
bachevite policies: were
politely though firmly re-
jected by Caswro. However,
the significant fact remains
that the USSR's relation-
ship to the Cuban and Cen-

tral American revolutions is |

in state of flux auguring
nothing positive for the
reglon.

JAVIER MENDEZ



Massacre in Namibia

Namibia is one of the most
militarized countries in the
world. The 1.7 million peo-
ple of Namihia have an oc-
cupying force of 100,000
South African troops. In ad-
dition, the South Africans
have trained 30,000 men in
the South West African Ter-
ritorial Force (SWATF) as a
local auxiliary.

the core of this iz the
kKosvoet (Crowhar) unit. 2,000
strong, this s a speoilised
hunter killer unit designed o
Kill SWAPO Nighiers and their
supporters in the population
at laree

Cinthe 1 April, LN resalu-
tion 435 was dus 1o come into
elfect, Its lerms speoilied that
Koovoot was (o be disbanded.
It had not been, it was simply
redeployved as part of the
palice

It speécified  that South
Adnican troops were to be con-
fincd 1o base pending with-
drawal from the country
SWAPD unils inside Namibia
were similarly to be conlined
i base. This was supposcd 1o
be monilored by a UN force

Thiz force was originally 1o
have numbered 7,300 At the
insfigation of Dritain, i1 was
redeced 1o around 4,000 Lo
tul posts', despite opposition
from the front line states and
other African countries at the
Lin.

Simultanenusly, the South
Africans had a velo over the
composition of the force. MNo
countrics considered actively
hostile ta apartheid  were
allowed 10 send (roops.

By | April hardly anv of
these UM troops had arrived
and none had heen seen in the
north.

On 1 April, SWAPQ fight-
ers coming inlo the vountry (o
cangentrate into UN  base
camps were cngaged by South
African forces,

The version of events heing
touted by the South Alricans
and Thatcher is thal SWAPOQ
was in breach of the Geneva
articles agreed berween South
Afriva, Anpgola and Cuba,
and underwritten by the LSA
and USSR,

SWA PO was never & party
1o this agreement. They were
altempting (0 carry  out
aspects  of  resolution 435
allowing for the concentra-

tion af their forces into camps
within Mamibia, SWAPO has
had lghters on Namiblan soil
singe 1966, The idea that
1,500 lightly armed goerrilias
were trying 1o get into a fall

gca]c confrontation with
South  Africa s guile
incredible

The ensume massacre, led
0 over 250 SWAPO [ighters
killed. This has given the
South Africans a stronger
position, both internationally
and within Namibia

The: whole guestion of
Mamibian independence aro-
fe fullowing the defear thar
South Africa soffered in
Angola at the hands of the
Cubans and Angolans, Prot-
oriz offered Namubian in-
dependence as part of a pack-
ape which included Cuban

iroops  withdrawing  from
Angola.
The kev . the current

dehacle is explained by the
role of the Soviet Union
What deal has Gorbachev
struck with the South African
regime thar allows  South
African bandits to carry on
termorising  the people of
Namibia  while legitimate
likeration forces of SWAPD
are being [omeed o retreal o
north of the 16th Pamlle]l or
surrender their arms?

Such 2 humiliation would
not  have been  possible
without the compliance of the
Saviel Union, Their role has
Clearly been 10 bring about an
agrevment which has coneed-
odto South Africa major con-
cessions which defy logic

given the defeat that South
Africa suffered in Angola,
Although the ANC s siill

gelling Sovier support for the
armed stroggle the sjpny dme
that this will not be for long
Pressure for nepotiation with
the regime is already being
applied.

There is now a souped up
Soviet change d'allaires in

Lesotho who has  beoo
meeting  lote  of Sooth
Africans: There have heen
several  meetlngs  herween
Soviel and South Alrican
‘academics’  in the last
months, On 26 April

Vvachislavy Ustinov met with
South Africas director of
Foreign. Affalrs, Neil Van
Heerden in Cape Town, in the

first official Russian  dip-
lomatic meeting Inm South
Africa since the break in

diplomatic mlatons in the
mid-19505 All this is ominos
for the liberation strugale

Within Mamibia, the events
since 1 April have underhined
the central problem of resolu-
tion 435:  Lhat it leaves
legitimate authority in South
African hands durning the
imnsition period. The South
African Administraior Gen-
cral is responsible for the
police who will keep ‘Jaw amd
order’ during this veéars elee-
tion process. A good half of
those police will be memberz
of Koevoet.

The AG will decide rhe
method of election. The LN iz
only there to monitore

All  estimages, including
those of the Smith Africans,
are that SWAPQ would win
any fair elections. The gues-

tion is will Namibia pet
them?

PAUL ATKIN  and  Ray
SIHOTKIN

| with

Polish socialist
refused passport

The largest possible protest
must be mounted against
the denial of 3 passport to
Jozef Pinior one of the main
leaders of the Polish
Socialist Parm —
Democratic Revolution
{(PSP-NIR). Pinior was in-
vited to the forthcoming
Socialist Conference in Ox-
ford on “(sorhachev and the
Left’.

There has not heen a vear
since 19%]1 in which Pinior
has not spent tdme in
prison. He is well known for
having been the only lcader
of Solidarity o have an-
ticipated martial law und to
have successfully hidden 12
million zloties. of wnion
funds in Lower Silesia from
sgizure by the authurities,

He was & member of the

national underground
leadership of Solidarity
during martial law and

spent three years in prison
from 1983 to 1986 for rade
union activities, He is a con-
siant  wvictim of police
harassment.

New in the new period of
‘liberalisation” he i being
denied the clementary right
to travel abroad and discuss
the international
labour movement.

The ostensible reason for
the refusal of the passpaort is
the imposition of a suspend-
ed sentence of one vear's
imprisonment last Ocwhber
for actdvity in connection
with the mass strike last

| May in Poland.

Pinior was convicted of
assaulting a ststc  func-
tionary after he and three
friends, two of whom were
women, were aftacked by a
group of 30 Gewory guards
in the vicinity of the Dolmel
plant in Wroclaw,

This is a foretaste of
things 10 come., Organise
protest  resolutions  now
from vour Labour Party and
trade union hranch.
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Europe

Fastern

and

Western
Europe today

Europe is today undergoing its greatest

changes since World War I1. This is

obvious in Eastern Europe which has scen

the greatest political shifis since 1945, In

Western Furope structural shifts on a less

dramatic scale, but still the greatest since

World War 11, have marked the two last

decades. How are these developments

linked, and what are their driving forces?

ALAN WILLIAMS places these

developments in their historical context

and assesses the relations between Fastern

and Western Europe today.

he Ligst ssue o be glarified

examining European trends, and
the develppment of European polit-
igs; 15 the relanon hetween the uni-
queness of each state and the overull
situation, Iliefe are no two couniriss
in Furope in which the organisation
of capital, the struelune of the sate,
or the relasions in the labour move-
ment are. duplicated or i which
political tactics can be the same,
Nevertheless this does nol prevent
there baing w clear gencral European
developmeni, It we are 1o understand
the individual process in each coun-
iry in Burope we most [irst examine
the internitional reality in which i
develops. The ainy of this artcle is wo
consider these broad trends of Euro-
pean development in their full seape
Within thal fremework the specific
situation in #ach country can then be
srtuated,

This developmen! ol Europe &s &
whaolé is¢lear. World War | shattered
the equilibrium of Europe. The
Furopcean powers, aller spreading
threugk the world, “imploded”. From
914 enwards; srarkly from 1917,
Furope no longer dominated the
warld, As Max Silberschmadt purn it
‘During the previous Tour cenlunes
world history had been domimited by
Europe; from 1917 onwards the im-
pulses which have olven the contem-
porary world  its distinelive  ap-
pearance emanared from Russin and
the United States, Lurope’s Mlanking
pOwWers:

lie flrst force wunleashed by

World War 1, the bnpact of the
Russian revirution, is well
understood by every  socialisL
Following Octobar 1917 revolution
spread o Hungary, Austria, and
Germany. Communist Parties were
formed in all major West European
countries. The impact of the Russian
revolution reshaped the Buropean
labour movement. Then, after 1941,
the USSEK emerged as the victor over
fascisl Giermany. This time not mere-
ly defested revolutions but the
destruction  of  capimlism soruck
Lastern BEurope This tmpact of the
Russign revolution needs oo
claborating.

[he West European imperialis]
states, with their more powerful rul-
ing classes, put up muech stronger
resistance bt this o iwselt, for
reasorns we will show, would not have
been cnough o stipp the revely-
tlonary wive spreading through
Europe The force which <iopped

s, which first contined the revolu-
tion 1o Russia and then to Eustern
Europe, and which decisively shaped
the palitical namre of the continent,
wery mof internal o Furope [ wis the
United  States, with s colossal
econoniic #nd military  resourges
which, entering Europe: from the
Wiest, Lwice allowed the blocking of
the revoiubion fmom Russias The
Soctal Democratic bureaucracy, rthe
inatrument by which revolution was
cheoked affer World War 1, was able
to sustain that mole only because of
he economic room for manosuvre
given 1o It by the United Srares. The
collision of the US with the impulse
genemted by |he Russian revolution
determined the political shupe of the
Luropean continent.

The conseguenee within the USSR
of the stabilisanon of  capialks)
Europe by the Dawes plan after 1923
was decisive, In 1823 Stalin’s was not
the makority faction inm the CP5LL
Stalin formed only a part of a trium-
vitate with Kamenev and Zinoviev
and outside this were both the sup-
porters of Trotsky and the Right (p-
position ol Bukharin. But Stalinism
bred on defeat g5 well s causing it —
the most notable in this period being
thar m  China in 1926-27, The
stahilisaiion ol kEurope by US funds
in 1924-29 blocked any new revolu-
tionary wave in Western Europe, By
(he nme the LS reversed ts capital
flows into Furope in 1929, and the
collapse of the European sconomy
shomacd that the continent’s siabiliny
wiis dependent on the United Stares,
Stalin was consolidated in power in
the USSKH. History then followed a
covarse which is well known.

Similar  developments  followed
World War I 71 revolution had
spread into Western Europe after
World War 17 it would have created
the conditions tor (he destruction of
Stalinisty. —  Stalinism was, pre-
smingntly, the product of the isola-
tion of the revolution na backward
countey. Not merely did Stalin orent
0 blocking revolution m Western
Europe bur  the United States
ceonomically sustained the Western
European capitalist states through
the Marshall Plan withour itself be-
ing able 1o advance into Eastern
Europe itself. The destruction of
capitalism  was  achisved, outside
Yugoslavia, by the Soviet regime, The
elfegt was therefore 1o consolidate
Stalinism in Eastern Europe [ollows
ine World War 11.
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his historical dialeciic is clear.

Swalinism, as Trolsky always in-
sisted, was fondpariive — 8 loree
resting on g contradiclory clash ol
two more fundamental social powers
neither of which was able 1o prevail,
Internally o the USSKE Stalinism ap-
peared asthe ‘centre between the two
more fundamental class lomces of Lhe
Left Opposition, which represenicd
the attempt of the working class to
regain the momentum of the Russian
Revolution, and the Right Opposi-
tionm of DBukharin which
represented the  pressure of
capitalism on the USSE.

Bur Stalin's bonopartism eief not
rest primarily on forces within the
LISSKE. The Hussian peasants, or
pathetigally small capitalists, could
not overthrow the Soviel workers
state — and could do so even less -
dayv. The small capitalist forces in the
LISSR were significant only Insofar
asthey were backed up by, and linked
to, the forces of inrermationo
capitalism — which were, of course,
ceonpmically [ar stronger than the
LSSR. Swlinism  represented  the
contradictory  clash of 1two lun-
damental social forces. The Russian
revidlution wis unable o spread into
Europe because of the LIS which con-
lined the revolution to & bavkwurd
country — and which in trn pro-
duged the burcaucracy. At the same
time capitalism, propelled by the US,
was unable 10 overiwrn the Soviet
workers stale. The ‘honopartism’
produced by the jnahility of either
fundamental class force to prevail
was Stalin — and, after World War
II, the expansion of Sialinism into
Eastern Europe. Stalinism was not a
social formation in its own right, or
even an essential social force, but the
product of the contradictory clash of
two motre fundamental cluss powers.

Thiy poimt relates to ¢ fundamen
tal misconception prevalent on the
left reparding the *Yalia' division of
Evrgps In 1945 It s lreguendly
believed (hal the West and Sralin
‘agreed” the division of Europe. Bul
this is & fundamental misunderstan-
ding — ability 1o foreswear cxpan-
sian is impossible for capitslism, The
division of Europe was not ‘agreed’.
Il was a product of a clash berween
two social forces, two  differemt
classes embodied in different states,
neither of which could, =t that fime,
prevall over the other, Such a ‘divi-
sion’ by its very nature could only be
tempaorary, Either capilalism would
overthrow  the workers states in
Eustern Europe or socialist revolu-
tion would spread to Western Furope
— and as always the United States
stood as the fundamental barrier o
Lhe latier,

The US never took the division of
Europe as‘agreed’ at all. On the con-
trary it regarded the division of
Europe as a defeat — a product of its
inakility to impose its will in Eastern
Europe. The reality was best express-
ed by Georege Kennan, the leading US
experl on relations with the USSR, ar
the time of Yalta itself, If the US
wished 1o achieve {15 goals in Eurape
after 1945 then, in the conditions
prevailing at that time, it had wo be
prepared 1o go 0 war  Kennan
himsell favoured ‘a fully Medeed and
realistic showdown with the Soviet
Limon! However Kennan alse spelt
out the alternative, If the West was
not willing, he wrote at the time of
Yalta, ‘to go the whole hog” to
frustrate the Soviet Lmion, then the
only thing o do was *partition Ger-
many, divide the continent inio

spheres! This ¢lash of florces, not
‘wereement’, produced the division of
Europe. As George Bush declared on

“The LS
never took
the
divisinon of
Furope as
‘wgreed’ 1l
regurded
the
drvision of
Europe s
adefeat’

oranting 1 billion of credits 1o
Poland “we never accepted Yalia®

ln turn during the period of
capitalist boom of the 1950 and
1960 this diviseon could exist and re-
main unchalienged. Capitalism had
neither. the necessity nor the
possibility to attempt 1o reverse the
division in its favour and egually the
forces of the working class had no
passibility 1o reverse the split in their

[avour — spreading socialism Inco
Western Burope  and, thereby,
destroving the  basiy  tfor  the

buregucracy in the Easi. With the
beginning of the capitalist econemic
crisis from the late 19605, however,
thal compromise became untenable,
Inevitdably &orh classes would
rempt 1o break down the division of
Europe rom wnally different diree-
tions and serving two taeally dif-
ferent class interests,

T':te wav this developed after
1968, the wermng pomt o the
progess, wasnevitable given that war
was not a viable option. The two fun-
damental classes  existed across
Europe — the various class states
were Simply” their most powerful in-
struments, Across Europe each class
possessed not only its own stares —
but representatives of its class in-
tergsts in athers” siates. In-
avitably, therefore, the initial attenipt
wr break down  the division af
Europe that is to resolve the contlict
berween the capitalist and non-
capitalist modes of production in the
continent, was for sach side o use
the representatives il possessed in the
others states, The class contlicts were
waged primarily within the swares
without, as in 1941, the dominani
feature being & violent military clash
between states of a different class
character.

Given that cach class possessed
agents within the others camp the
unfolding of class strugele posing
breaking down of the division of
Europe was evidenr.

The first shift came with the im-
pact of the international offensive of
the working: ¢lass in 1968-73 com-
menced by the January 1968 Ter of-
fensive m Viclnam and which tound
it base m Western Europe in the
developing capitalist economic crisis,
The May-Tune 1968 General Strike
France, the “hor aufumn’ of 1969 10
ltaly, the nising crisis of Francoism,
and the Portuguese revolution of
1974-75 -all signalled a powerful
spreading of the working cliass strug-
ale‘inte Western Europe. But in each
country these working class struggles

al-

the
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ended in deteats — although not all
the ground gained was lost. The se-
cond wave of such struggle, much
weaker than the first, was the anti-
missiles movement. But this also was
defeated. Our of these defeats im-
perialism regained the imitiative and
has begun 1o atempt (o break down
the division of Europe from its side
— thal 5 to réintroduoce capitalism
intor Eastern European states.

It is necessary 1o be sober nbout
the stage of this. We are not about 1o
witness  the re-establishment of
capitalism in either Poland, Hungary
or Yugoslavia — totake the countries
where capitalism has the clearest am-
Birions, But it is absurd not Lo pay at-
tention e evident trends. What is
taking place in these countries is
{irst, & substantial market reform, se-
cond, the creation of a gualitatively
larger sector of small and mediom
capital, and, third, n Hungary and
Poland, the political right of thesc
capitalist forces 1o organise. This
does nor amount to the restoration of
capitalism. But it does allow the
eroundwork to be created by capital
for a later attempt at a restoration of
capitalism — for example under con-
ditions where the USSR would be un-
willing/unable 1o act 1o prevent this.
Meanwhile it placed greater pressure
on the working ¢lass and the workers
siate,

This process also shows the
distinetive nature of this period ol
capitalist dssault against the workers
states, In the [930s, culminating in
1941, the form of capitalist assault on
the USSR was frontal and military —
a dlrect onslaught on the USSR and
its bureaucracy. In 1941 the working
class, and its most advanced political
representatives, were forced into a
united front with the bureaucracy
against a capitalist artack.

The distinctive feature of the pre.
sent situation is that imperialisimn, for
from  directly  assaulting  the
bureadcracy, sees it as its most im-
poriant insirument in sirengthening
capital in Eastern Europe. Notl mere-
v does the bureaucracy repress the
working class, thereby sapping its
strength and permitting the penerra-
tion of capital, but it alse directly
creates the conditions for the spawn-
ing ol small, medium — and not 5o
small capitalisis. An entire section of
the ‘bhursaucracy, parnicularly in
Poland and Hungary, is now directly
linked 1o the developing capitalist
sectar through the establishment of
marketing, wholesaling, production
and other capitalist concerns and

‘Support for
the
extension of
socialism
clashes with
Gorbuchev’s
policy
romvarcls
imperialisn’

throupgh the licensing and regulatory
systems linked to them, While the
bursgucracy remains that of a
workers siate a wing of i is now
directly linked to capitul.

hiz reallty determines the at-

ttude which has Lo be taken by
the working cliass to the dif lerent fac-
tions within the bureauvcracy. It is
noL possible for-any strategic alliance
to exist with the Gorbachevite wing
of the bureaucracy. 1ts proposals for
democratic rights in the political
field must be supporied — for the
most  vital guestion  in Eastern
Furope is to reinfrodoce the mass of
the working <lass into active politics
ta palnt we elaborate below), But the
working oclass will fundamentally
clash-with the Gorbachevile wing of
the bureaucracy on all more essential
issues of policy,

First the international policies of
the working ¢lass clash with Gor-
bachev dirsctly. Support for the in-
ternational extension of socialism
and the mvedution — which alone
corresponds 1o the international in-
terests of the working class. and is
alsa the only way to lead Eastern

Europe out of is impasse — lun-
dementally elashes with Gorbachey’s
policy of appeasement of

imperialism. Support for the sirugple
in South Africa, of the FSLN and
FMLN in Central America, and,
daoubtless, at a later date for working
class strugeles in Burope, clashes
with the policy of Gorbachev. The
fact that individual initiatives, such
as the INF treatv and the proposals
for arms reductions, must be sup-
ported, does notalter the fundamen-
wal further accommodation to im-
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perialism  represented by Gor-
bachev's policies.

Sceondly, internally, is the marke
reform, The marke! reform worsens
the position of the working cliss and
reduces its weight in society — mos
hlatanily in Poland where itz officia)
wim, sanctioned by Walesa as well as
Jaruselski, is to reduce the living
slandards of the working class and
objectively further sap its weight in
socigty. ‘On the economic and social
field the working <lass directly
clashes  with the policies of
Crorhachey.

Equally, clearly no allidnce is
possible with the Stalinmist faction of
the hurcaucracy — and not slmply
Because of its blatant repression, ¢or-
ruption, and supprossion of
democracy. 1t was the Stalimist wing
of the bureaucracy which creared the
situation in the first place Ther
overall mternational policy propped
up imperialism. Their repression and
depoliticisation of the working class
created Lhe condilions in which {liu-
sions in Western imperizhism and
pro-capitalist currents in their own
courtries could emerpe,

Noserateric alliance can exisl with

either the  Gorbachevites or
Ligachevites — as, in a previous
historical  period, no  strateg

alliance could exist for Trotsky with
elther Bukharin or Stalin.

he only way forward in Eastern

Europe which meets the necds
of the working class lies in the re-
gntry of the East European working
class into active politics — 1o break
the political apathy and mepression
whith has gripped the Soviet work-
ing class since the 1920s and that of
Fastern Europe during most of the
post-war period in Eastern Europe

This reality is striking
demonstrated  in the one  case,
Poland, where clearly  adwvanced

political lorees have ¢merged stan-
ding to the left of the bureaucracy —
the DPolish Socialist  Pariy
Democratic Revolution (PPS-DR)L
The progmemme of the PPS-DR
leaves no room for capitalism o
Poland and it apposes capitalism on
the internations| plane Equally it is
totally opposed to the hureaucracy.
But the PPS-DR is the product of
more than three decades of political
debale in Poland. Unlike Hungary
the Polish miasses were not camplete-
ly defeated in 1956, A certain ‘com-
promise” with the burcaucracy after
14936 allowed a freer pelitical life in
which inteltectual debate could take




place. This, in wrn, prepared the
political currents which linked up
with the Polish working class follow-
ng ils me-entry inte polilical life in
1970}, Then for almost two decadss,

Polund passed through recerrent
mass working class strugeles which
culminated in the creation, rebann-
ing, and then relegalisadon ol
Selidarnose. Only via this whole
period of struzgle, debate, and mass
partivipation in pelilics could a
peditical party be created standing to
the left of the bureaucracy,

The sume process applies, only
more 50, at the level of the mass ol
the working class, In the East Euro-
pean slates outside the USSR illu-
Sions in capitalismy, including in the
majority of the working class, are
dezp. It could not be otherwise given
the stability and higher living stan-
dands of Western Curope and the IS
— which rest on wn imperialist
systeml which is not undersiood by
the masses in Eastern Europe — and
given thedegree of political libertv in
the Western imperialist states com-
pared o the repression exercised in
Fastern Europe,

Bt fllusions in capitalism are one
thing, its reality is another The
market teform is the first practical
tasle the working class in Eastern
Europe geis of what a moverent
Lowards capitalism means, And while
the working class does not rebel
against its {llusions in capitalism as
such — novclyss forms its actions on
the basis of ideas — the East Eurp-
pean workers do rebel sgsinst the
practical consequences of moves
back to capitalism as every workers
state into which a marke! reform has
been Introduced shows. Thus the ef-
fects of the market reform have been
resisted by mass strikes in Poland, by
small strikes in the USSR, and by a
strike wave in Yugoslavia.
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The historical dialectic in Eastern
Furope is evident. The most advanc-
ed political currents are created hy
the possibility ‘of free political
debate, The entry of the mass of the
working class intg polities, along can
break the alomisation produced by
Stalinism. The two combinad alone
produce rebirth of left currents: That
is the dialectic of political advance in
Eastern Lurope

But il we turn to Western Furope
what conditions operare there?

he first major progressive ad-

vance of the West Luropean
working class in the post-war period
came m 1968.75. This inter-relared
not only with a capitalist economic
crisis in general but a profound
historical shift in the relation bel
ween Western Europe and the United
States,

From 1914 io the mid-1960s the US
was the great subsidiser of Western
Eurape However from the mid-1960s
onwards, amid the Vietnam war, the
LIS struck progressively grester
cconomic blows against Europe,
First inflation fed by the Vietnam
war, then the oil price increases of
1973 produced by collaboration of
the US with OPEC, and then the ef-
fects of ‘Reaganomics’ hit the West
European economies. The result was,
first, an explosion of working class
struggle in Europe from 1968-75 and
then, after this, a profound realign-
ment of forces in the European
labour movement.

As regands capital in Europe the
clfect of the crisis was to drive the
Furopean capitalist classés more
firmly into the arms of the US, In-
deed this Is Inevitable and logical,
West European ¢apital’s subordina-
tion to the United States is based on
three great pillars — the fuct that
since 1914 Western Europe has not
been economically stable withour the
United States, the strength of the
West European labour movement,
and Western Europe’s military in-
feriority to the USSR. Simple
ceonomic growth does nol compen-
safe for these basic realities — fur-
thermore since 1973 European
growth, and even more the mte of
growth of European capital forma-
tion, has fallen behind that of the
Us.

l'his process since 1968 is clean
The one capitalist politician in
Europe who showed cven demagoeic
Independence from US policy, de
Gaulle, fell as a direct result of the
May-lune cvents, Then, following
the: oil price increase of 1973,

ar JI

Cranllism lost the Irdnch présidency:.
Guullism  coflapsed  not  merely
because lts sconomy was oo weak
bur poditeally — as soon as the
wirTking cluss moves intocaction the
European capitalist classes negessarn-
Iy tirm o the U'S for support. It s
sufficlent 1o the European
bourgeois Tesponse on Jrnise and
Pershing missiles, in which all meesk-
Iy toed the American line, to see the
weakness and worthlessness of any
capitalist opposition 1o the Unied
Stales in BEurope

It 15 ahsurd 1o expect, as do [orces
mnging from Peier Thaichell 1o
thiose 1rade unionisls who gave EEC
Commissioner  Jacgues Delors a
standing ovation at the TUC Cop-
griss, that we will see. resisiance (o
the United States based on Furopean
capital or the FEC. European capital
s not a foree for resisting the United
States, ity foree which histerically
capitulaied 0 I Seventy years ggo
and has no possibility whatever of
reversing that course. The precondi-
tion for 4 capitaliss policy tn Europe
independent of the United Stutes
would be that the Eurapean labour
movemenl had been smashed and
therelore posed no threar — a faseist
solution i Europa

Further this capiiulation appliss
on the economic level The
perind since 1968 has been one in
which the US has inereasingly subor-
dinated the European cconomiss o
1ts interests, The 1971 devaluation af
the dollar, carricd our without am
consultation with s allles, com-
menced  the US counter-of lensive
against Furope, The 1973 oil price In-
crease consolidated it

The effects of rthis post-1973
economic. period are evident. From
1945 unnl 1973 the West European
EcOnamies grew more rapidly (han
the United Seates. In the 15 yvean
since 1973 the US has grown mors
rapidly than Western Curope and its
rate of capital formation has far éx-
ceeded that of Western Eurape. By
accepting the economic tielage of
the US the EEC condentaied itself to
relafive economic stagnation,

Bur that subordination to the LS 13
undoubtedly o far more rational
choice for European capitalists than
Ly embark on the hasardous, indeed
impossibly dangerous, course af 41-
rempuing 1o gain independence from
the one torce which since 1917 has
been the guaraniorol their suryvival.

A break with the United Stales
world mean the European camialist
classes would have w face on the

[Say
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European continent, along  the
strongest labour movements n any
imperialist country and the military
reality of the USSR, Better 1o be &
poorer capitalist than o risk not be-
ing a capitalist at all is the logic of
European capital’s capitulation 1o
Lhie LS!

The projects of Furopean capital
for the 1990s, in particular the Single
Curopean Act (1992) are not projects
[r resisting the United Seates but for
copving it and capitulating to it. The
EEC is quile open about this. The
project of 1992 is couched in explicit-
ly Reaganite terms. fn the words of
the allicial study commissioned by
the EEC, the Cecchini report, 1992 s
a ‘supply side shock.. of macro-
cconomic proportions’, ‘asupply side
shock given by market integration’.

ar from being a challenge to the

United States, 1992 is about im-
porting 1S methods into Furope
The goal, and cffect, of these is the
same as in the US — to weaken the
labour movement. Furthermore it is
not accompanied by any political
hreak with the US as is vividly il-
lustrated in the guestion of the
‘modernisation’ of nuclear weapuons.
There is not a serious capitalist op-
position to this in Furope at all. The
opposition developing in West Ger-
many is based not on capital’s objec-
rions but on fear of the electoral con-
sequences, that is a political reaction
in the working class, not on capitalist
opposition  to US  policy. Kohl
himsell would undoubtedly hke 1o
introduce the missiles.

However this case of West Ger-
many, together with France and
Spain, does praphically illustrale one
major effect of the policies leading 1o
1902, This is # crisis in the capitalisi
partics in Western Europe The pro-
ject of 1992 means untrammelled
supremacy of big capital. Structural-
by 1992 includes rationalising Euro-
pean capital through the elimination
of major sections of the urban and
rural peliy-bourgeoisie who form a
major part of the base of the muain
capitalist parties.This tends to pro-
duce @ crisis within these parties.

This tendency is strengthened by
ihe fact that following the Oclober
1087 crush Furopean and Japanese
capital capitulated to the demands of
the Unpited States and recommenced
financing its expansion. This ensured
political stability in the United States
_ but at the expense of spreading a
ctisis not only into the third world,
ihrough exacerbation of the debt
crisis, bur alse destabilising the rul-
ing parties in the other imperialist
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tact that it is no longer subsidising
but striking blows apainst its Furo-
pean allies, broke the back of the
cravenly pro-American currents in
the Furopedn Sociulisl Parties,

The righe wing of the European
soial democracy now see LS saviour
not i othe United States but in the
LEC. This  right  wing  sooal
democracy — Mitterund in France,
Cronziles in Spain, Craxy in Italy —
is today the most powertul current in
the workers movement in Europe.

This oricniation plays a dual role
Omn the one hand it corresponded 1o
the need of the Socialist Parties to
maintain their base in the working
class in condifions where the latler
were swinging sharply caway from
support for the United States.
Secondly this orientation played a
decisive rale for BEuropean capital.
Given  the erisis. of the petty-
bourgeoisie and its impact on the
capitalist parties, the righl wing
socin! democracy, with its firm pro-
EEC orientation, appears as
bulwark of cohesion and stability for
capital,

These political trends  fit in
perfecily with the economic/=ocial
trends produced by the new period of
capital — the emergence of the dual
society and the tendency to a ‘core’.of
secure, well pald, white, chiefly male,
workers surrounded by a ‘peniphery”
of low paid, unskilled, insecure, fre-
quently black, workers whose condi-
tions rapidly deteriorated — and
even outside these the widemng
lavers of the long term unemployed,
This ‘dual socicty” sharply shapes the
radicalivation of both the left and the
extreme right.

['he forces excluded by the drive to
1992 are the petly bourgepisie and

the unskilled and uwnemploved
‘periphery’. The social bloc repres-
ented by the right wing social
demoeraey, in  parricular, s an

alliance of the labour bureaucracy
and the best off sections of the work-
ing class — of the ‘torg, of those
least touched by austerity — with big
capital against the pely bourgenisie
and the poorest sections of the work-
ing class

In that framework the rise of both
currents of ‘the left and of the ex-
treme right 15 logical, Both are based
on the forces pushed outside the or-
hit of bhig capital and right wing
social democracy. The emphasis in
the contemporary European left
wing on women and black people, as
well ac ecology and other themes
taken up by the Greens, the left wing
of the Labour Parly, those who vated

‘Ulnlike the
nter-war

> period, feft
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for Juguin and the ecologisiy In
France, Lhe letl socialisls in Denmark,
reflects the sogial recomposition of
the working class sinece World War 11
and the developmen! of the dual
society. At the same time the pressure
on lavers of the petty-bourgeoisie
and the growth ol unemplovment
creates space for the nght.

But unlike the interwar period
currents emerging to the left of right

wing socia] democracy are not being.

drawn into the Communist Partics
The discrediting of the Easl Euro-
pean burcaucracies is now such that
their local representatives, the West
Furopean CPs, are no loneer capable
of attracting the majority of
radicalised lorees.

However this decling of the CPs
does not mesn a tise of ant
Sovietism or Cold War myths. The
Communist Parties are not represen-
tatives of the Soviet Union, that is
the workers stale, but of the
bureauecracy which rests on it. The
decline of the Communist Parties is
aecompanied by a more favourable
attitude by the masses towards the
USSR — rejection of the view that it
is an aggressor power, belief that the
fundamental problem in the world is
the US etc. Radicalisation in Europe
today is passing through the Greens,
the left of the Labour Party, and
similar forces,

Finally. these processes give rise
to the fundamental trends of
development in Europe over the next
decade. Every capitalist ¢risis poses a
simple guestion. Tt is an illusion
created by conditions of capialist
stabifity that two modes of produc-
tion, that is two class powers, can
coexist on the European continent —
any erisis, such as the present, brings
this oul into the open. One must
evertually prevail and overthrow the
other — a question which will be
decided both by the objective rela-
tion of forces and by the subjective
quitlity of leadership given to them.
We will examine each in turn,

At the objective level undoubrtedly
the most fundamental problem that
is faced, indeed the most fateful for
the entire world political situation, is
that today the crisis In the USSE is
qualitatively more advanced than in
the United States. By centralising the
resources o world imperialism in irs
own hands the US under Reagan
underwent seven years of powerful
economic growth and significantly
rebuilt its military machine, It is this
force which stands behind the West
European capitalists — withouot it
they would be extremely strategicaily

@

witak. The US proletarial roday is the
anly major working class in the
world which has not cngaged in ag-
tive struggle as a tlass since the
bezinning of the capitalist crisis. In
contrasl hureaueratic misrule in the
L'S5R has led its economy into pro-
found stagnation and crisis,

Pt aphoristically, whereas
Jesse Jackson, the lirst symprom
faltheugh not the solution) of pro-
found politicul shifts in the US, and
the break up of the Democmtic Par-
ty, was knocked hack g major crisis
now exists in the USSE — and a full
blown onein Poland, Hungary and
Yugaslavia, Thal the United Staies
remainy a pillar of reladve political
stability in the situation gives to im-
poriabism its relative political advan-
tage — an advantage, incidentally,
which ¢an reflect itself not stmply in
direct drives 1o capitulist restoration
in Eastern' Europe but alse, In reac-
tions #zainst this, in the revival of
directly Stalinist trends as with
Milosevic in Yugosiayia

This situation places a remendous
responsibility on the West European
proletariatr not only from the point of
view of its own struggles but beeause
it is the chiel foree which can break
the encvirclement of the East Euro-
pean working class,

This is indeed doubly necessary. In
the inter-war period the workers slate
of the USSR was protected against a
combined impertalist offensive by in-
tense Inter-imperialist competition,
culminating in war. Aflwer 1923, evién
more aller 1933, the European work-
g chasy suffered crushing defear,
Today inter-imperialisi competition
is not remotely so strong but the
working class of Western Furope has
not suffered any defeat comparahle
to those after 1923, This marks a
distinct difference to the situation in
the inter-war period. lt is the West
European working class which must
break the encirclement of Eastern
Europe.

hat is theometcally posed 15

shown by the fact that since
1968 the working class in bath the
Western and Eastern parts of the
European continent has been engag-
coin mass strugzies — in Franee, la-
lv, Spain, Portuzal, West Germany,
Poland, Ceechoslovakla, Yugoslavia.
The ideal variint would of course be
that these strugales were svnchronis-
ed. Under those conditions it would
obviously be the West European
working class, not capitahsm, that
would have been the pole of attrac-
litm for the East Curopean working
class, But unfortunately history does
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not organise itself i such favourable
trends of development and behind
West Furopedn capital conlinues Lo
liethe power of the United States.

Nevertheless  the  fundamental
tends of developmem do operate
and certaly ol 1he movements In
Western Europe, notably the peace
and eeology movements, and almost
coettainly wvery soon the women's
movemenl, do impact on Eastern
Europe What, therefore, must be the
fundamental tasks undertaken by the
working class in Western Europe in
this situation?

Uhe Birspwsimply that the advance
of the class strugele in Western
Europe completely coincides with
the interests of that n Eastern
Etrope The more the West Furo-
pean proletariat advances o its own
struggles — against austerity, against
nuclear modérnisation, against
nnemplovment, for women, for
ecology — the more itappears as the
pole of attraction for the East Euro-
pean proletariat. The more, on the
contraty, 1t is Thatcher or Kohl who

appear strong and tricmphant the

more ‘the illusions 1 Western
cipitalism among the East Europe
proletariat are spread — and the
more concessions are made to capital
by the burcaucracy. 1L is of course
aronnd these mass strugeles that the
West European working class will
advance

Simalarly, outside Europe, every
advance by the colonial revolution
wiakens the ability of Western im-
perialiam to militarily and
economically  squeers  Eastern
Lurcope and the USSR, Furthermore
it is the struggle in the semi-colonial
world in particular which reveals the
rapacious character of imperialism
o the most advanced sections of the
population in Eastern Europe.

The strugele inside the workers
movement in Western Europe is in-
separably connected to this situa-
tion, The tighl wing of the Wesl
European socisl democracy, as with
the imperialists, are directly aiding
the most pro-capitalist forces in
Eustern Europe. Indeed certain of
the projects of the East European
bureaucracy, such as the creation of
pro-capitahist Secial  Democratic
Parties in a number of countries, are
directlv carried through in collabora-
tion with the Second International.
in turn, the right wing social
demoeracy supporls the policies of
witucks on warking class living stan-
dards in Castern Lurope, as with the
Walesa Jaruselski dgreement, while
simultaneousty putting up no serious
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opposition to repression of left wing
CUITENTE.

But inaddition tothe direct strug-
mle of the working class in Western
Europe it is necessary 10 be clear
what ‘bresking the encirclement' of
the working ¢lassin Fastern Furope
means. It does mor mean  thal
speiatist revolution is on the agenda
in Weslern Europe today — although
class strugegles are. Also the crisis in
Lastern Europe itself 5 going to
develop over a certain period of
years: What 1t does mean s extending
the class sirugele in Western Europa
and linking it to that in Eastern
burope in & way that aids both —
taking up specific tasks directed at
Eastern Europe

The demands of this are specific.

['he lirst 15 for the legalisation of the

lefl wing currents in Eastern Europe,
While concesstons are made in
Eastern Europe today to right wing
or pro-capitalist forces the repression
ol left wing currents continues — in-
deed as the Rght szainst the market
reform starts this is going to deepen.
It |5 svmpromatic of what is going to
happen Lhat precisely al the same
time that Walesa wenl 1o see the Pope
with the blessing of the Polish
bureancracy, and Bush was announc-
ing 81 hillion ¢redits Tor Poland,
Josef Pintor, the leader of the Polish
PPS, was refused a passport to travel
o the West.

Second 15 the interrelation of
demiands for reduction in military
spending, and against  nuclear
wegpons, This 15 both 4 guestion of
the strugele against the capitalists in
Western [Curope and, also, cor-
responds 1 the most wrgent need in
Eastern Europe — which 1% {0 im-
prove the living and cultural condi-
uons of the working class and
thereby 115 wetght in sociely by releas-
ing extra ecOnMmIC Tesources. T his
relates imimediaely 1o partial
demands such as the climination of
all shor range nuclear weapons, in
the medivm term 1o the demand for
the denuelearisation of Europe, and
Ly more lar repching demands such
a5 the withdrawal of all foreign
troops [rom the countries of Curope
— a demand completsly unaccep-
table o Western European capital
becduse hreaking thelr dependence
ot the LIS s impossible for them,

Third, 1s the guestion of ceonomice
credits from Socialist Party govern-
ments. Credils from the Western
governments are Hed fo strengthen-
ing fheir class forces I Lastern
Europe — tied to austerity programe-
mgs, market réforms, gnd, @l best, in-
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dividual human liberties (which in
themselves o course are w be sup-
ported). Naturally they e mot in-
clude such guestions as the rizhl of
spoiahst politcal currents 1o fune-
tion, The tssue ol tying of credlts 1o
the right of currents such as the PPS
o exist, including legally, i & de-
mand which must be raised by the
left in Wesern Europe,

Fourth specific efforts must be
undertaken 1o make known, and aid,
the posilions of the left wing currents
in Eastern Burope. The fashionable
orientarion today, promoeied in this
eountry by the Secialist Conference,
i= towards Gorbachey — thal is 10
aliance with forces moving agaimsi
the Interests of the international
working class in Eastern Eurdpe and
internalionally. 1 is clear that where
left wing currents do emerge, as with
the PPS, thev are directly in conflics
with the Gorbachevite wing of the
burcaneracy as with the direct
Stahnists, Capnal, as its supports
this, is very happy o publicise an
orientation o Gorbachey — hul no
the socialist alternative, Special ef-
forts have therefore o be put inte
getting out the views of leR wing cur-
renls i Bastern Europe,

Fifth, cvery opporiunity has to be
taken to clarifv the atlitude of East
European political currents towards
the colonial revolution. 1t is here that
the nature of Western imperialisn is
most eraphically revealed — and this
can be a powerful influence on
vanouard currenis in Eastern Europa,

Finally the decisive counmry in
Furope, as always, will be Germany
— #s the development of the fight
Against both the missiles and nuclear
modernisation shows, Twice, despite
huge strupgles by the German work-
ing class, the impact of the Ruassian
revolution has been halied in Ger-
many by the United States, Whether
this can be achived a thitd time, or
whether on the contrary the West
Crerman workers will underminc the
grip of the United States, will fargely
determine the faie of the European
contingnl

The next decade in Curope will be
dominated by {hat leet that two class
powers, that is two modes ot produc-
tion, cannol coexist on the European
continent. One must prevail over the
other — a crisis merely means thal
the hasic historical choice s posed
directly, Which dees prevail will play
a decisive role in determining the fate
ol humanity.

The [990s [ Eurape will give a
larze pari of the answer to that
guestion.
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International

‘No-one
can predict
the precise
GUICOme
bt the
second
rrrost
powerful
warking
cluss in the
world has
startec o
move,”

The greatest upheavals since the second

world war are taking place in the workers’

states. The dramartic results of the

elections and the upsurge of nationalist

movements in the USSR, the economic

crisis and wave of student demonstrations

in China, the political reforms and

legalisation of Solidarnoesc in Poland and

the acute economic ¢risis and national

conflict in Yugoslavia, to mention only the

largest scale events. GEOFFREY OWEN

looks at these developments.

]n its long term implications the
most significant development ol
all these was the result of the elec-
tions to the USSR Congress of
Peoples” Deputies. At the Central
Committee of the Soviet Communist
Party on 23 Aprdl Mikhall Gor-
bachev described this as: ‘A larze
scale politicisation of the masses,
with the emergence of millions of
peopleinto the arena of soctal activi-
tv.. The politicisation ol public
awareness changes the pelitical situa-
tion in the country!

The ebectinns murk the first mass
political activity by the Sovier work-
ing  ¢lass  independent ol the
burgaucracy in more than 60 yeurs,
MNo-one can. predict the precise out-
comie but the second most power ful
working classin the world has started
to move,

The turnoot for the elections was
muore than 80 percent. Throughout
the LISSR pecple vored against the
most - conservalive party  func-
tlonaries and for the candidates ad-
vocaling 4 radicalisation of glasnost
and democratisation, as well as the
expected bip voles lor nationalist
moverments in the Baltic siates.

The bureaucracy was rocked in the
heartlands of the Russianm working
class in Moscow and Leningrad.
Yeltsin won 8Y.4 per cent of the vote
in Muoscow, with more than 5.1
million votes after the Ceniral Com-
mittee had ordered an inguiry into
his call for a discussion on the issue
ol a muld-party system, Yeltsin call-
ed for an end Lo prixif'r:g::i for the

Nomenklatura and stepping up the
pace ol Gorbachev's reforms. The
mayor of Moscow was defealed and
the second ranking party leader won
only 13 per cent of the vore

In the Leningrad region 54 percent
of the voters crossed out the name ol
Yuri Selovyev, a candidate member
of the Politbure and the regional
party leader, who was standing
unopposed. Anatoly Gerasimov the
Leningrad city party leader won only
15 per cent of the vote

In the Ukraine five regional party
bosses (standing unopposed) and the
party leaders in Kiev and Lvov were
voted down.

In the siny Baliic republics na-
tionalist movements won massive
support. In Estoniy 15 of the 23 can-
didates backed by the local Popular
Front won. In Lithuania Sajudis had
31 of its 42 candidates elected in the
first round. The Prime Minister and
President of the Supreme Soviet Iost
to Sajudis candidates.

In  Byelorussia, three  First
Secretaries and the deputy Prime
Minister were defeated. 1n Armeniaa
massive poll boycolt was reported
after the jailing of 11 leaders of the
Karabakh committee. In second
round voting on 9 April Roy
Medvedev and Yuri Cherniechenko,
a supporter of Yeltsin, were clegied.,
The decision of the Academy of
Seiences leadership not to nominate
the dissident Andrei Sakharov was
reversed at its conference in March,

The results clearly shook the party
leadership, At the meeting of the
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The upheavals in the
Soviet Union, China
and Fastern Europe

Central Committee called to assess
the clection, Gorbachev made clear
that his zoal was to hold togéther the
bureaucracy whilst sirengthening his
own position and pressing ahead
with: the market reform in the
ceonomy, Thus HO ‘dead souols’ were
retired from the ©C bul no conces-
sions were made o Yeltsin, Gor-
bachey argued the basic reason for
the electoral defeats of the party was:
the “dearth of consomer goods in the
shops®.

According to Pravde in October
lase vear staple products were ration-
ed in cight outl of 15 republics and the
situation has gor worse not beter, In
particular agricultural production
declined by [wo poer cent last year,-
with sharp falls in grain, potato,
vegetable and fruit production.

G orbachev's solution is to ac-
celerate the marker reform
which, unlike Ching, Poland and
Yugostavig, has hardly begun in the
LISSR., The centrepiece is the reform
of apriculture; A decree ol the
Supreme Sovier published on 9 April
this vear, gives farmers the right o
lease land for five to fifty years and
to pass land on o their children. This
is the first siep o privatising
agriculturs] production in Lhe LISSR,
Farmers will have the right 1o sell the
produce as and where they wish and
w do what they like with the
proceeds,

But state wholesale and retail pric-
ing will remain for the time being on
a range ol siaple goods including
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bread, butter, epes, meat, lish, sugar,
tea, and wine Market prices would
medn price incntases, That is being
avoided for the moment because of
the potentiaily explosive political
conséguences, Thiswill not g0 on for
ever as Corbachev noted last sum-
mer: ‘Much now rests on the reform
of price formarion. 1he {act that this
problem ls unresolved s greatly com-
plicating the implementation of
eeonomic  teform. Without price
reform, we cannot, we shall not be
able 1o create normal cconomic rela-
tions in the ceonomy!

The second step planned is an ox-
piansion of the production of con-
sumier goods as well as vast purchases
of consumer goods rom the West
Every industry and enterprise in the
Soviet heavy industrial sector has
besn told 1o produce some consumer
goods and more than %1 billion in
foreien currency his been sel aside
for imporring machinery and equip-
ment for the consumer goods sector
and another £18.3 billion will be
spent on importing finished  con-
sumer goods in 1989,

Thirdly, the small private capitalist
‘ro-operative sector” 15 being en-

couraged, The number of co-
operatives increased in 1988 [rom
LMy o 77,500, emploving 1.4

million people. But as the Financial
Times recently noted: "Most Soviet
citizens  hitterly rmesent  the new
businesses, Sixty vears of living ina
non-market  economy  have made
them hostile o the high prices co-
operatives charge and to the wealth
CO-OPerative OWners are acquiring,

Gorhachev’s foreign policy aims Lo
reduce defence expenditure and gain
credits from Western banks by mak-
ing political concessions o im-
perialism. But the response ol the
unperialists (O cvery concession Is to
come back for more The most recent
CIA recport on the Soviet economy
notes with satisfaction the cconomic
strain placed on the USSR by the
arms race — the USSR budget deficit
reached nine per cent of GDP last
year — and argies that increased
military pressure will bring more
political concessions [rom Moscow,
(Financial Times 24 April 1989),
Hinee NATOs plans to modernise
short runge nuclear weapons.

Iig’ ith imperialism stepping up

the pressure, deep resenimend
4t 1he failure of perestroika to im-
prove living standards, oppositien to
price lncreases and growing resent-
ment ar growing social differentia-
tion and ineguality, Gorbachev s in

‘The

market

reform has  and  those
hard{y

hegun in acceleruled. But

the USSR’

for 4 rough Tide

The st expressions of opposi-
tlom, taking adventaege of glasnost,
are the rise of nationalist mavements
of various kinds and basic opposi-
tion 1o the nomenklatra; The most
coherent forges remain the stalinisis
around  Ciorbaches
fighting [or the market reform to be
illusions in fthe
market and capitalism will not pre-
vent rejection of their real affects by
the Soviet working class. Thal
creates Lhe possibillty in the future of
socialist currents emerging o the

left. The precondition for that,
liowever is political “activity by Lhe
rass ol the working class — which
has mow started. The next step will
probably be in September when there
should be new local and Republican
Soviel elections — it will be in-
teresling Lo see the results!

But in China, Poland, Hungary
and Yugosiavia the market reforms
have already been carried much fur-
ther Lthan so far m the Sovier Union
and the results show what can be ex-
pected in the USSR tomorrow,

The formation of the Polish
Socislist Party corresponds
0 a particulsr moment in
the evolution of Polish socic-
ty and the contradictions
maruring within it,

The Stalinists” seizure of
power at the outcome of the
war had & genuinely revolu-
tionary progressive aspedt,
reflected by the elimination
of capitalist privileges and
feudal vestiges, which led o
large-scale social mobility.
On the other hand, the cn-
tire society was immediate-
ly placed under the wuielage
of the nomenklatura, back-
cd up by a Soviet palitical
and military presence.

The anti-capitalist chan-
ges were not simply the pro-
duct of manipulation from
above. They corresponded
to the aspirations of the
Polish masscs, aspirations
that were expressed notably
in the anti-Nazi resistance.
Because of this, a section of
the society was able to iden-
tify with the new system.
But, since the regime
dismantled the civil society,
the rraditional divisions
between the progressive Teft
and conservative right lost
their relevance. In  an
dtomired socicry, the only
means of identification is
where vou stand toward the
existing authorit.

Through episodes  of
working-class activity — in
1956, 1970, 1876 and 1980 —
an anti-buresucratic con-
scipusness took shape, This
involved the civil society

becoming aware of its ex-
istcnce as such, separated
from the state. The high-
point of this process of
hecoming conscipus was in
1980, when Solidarnose ap-
pearcd, Tt was a trade
union, but also an overall
movement of the society
against totalitarianism,

The society wom two
historical successes on the
way to achieving its eman-
cipation, which are irrever-
sible without reverting to a
repression on the scale of
that employed by Stalin.

It broke the nomenk-
latura’s monoply over infor-
mation and organization.
Then a new form of public
life began o take shape. It
becamc clear that there arc
different intcrests  within
the society in the course of
emancipating itself. In this
way, the right-left division
reappeared within [Polish
politics, although its new
content has not vet been
clearly defined,

The leadership of the
nomenklatura became
aware that it had to make
changes in order to render
the economy more efficient
and preserve s power,

They want to use capital
in its ¢lassical form fo
bolsier their power. In this
framework, the TPolish
bureaucracy iz putting for-

ward an  authoritarian
model of social develop-
mecnt.

Besides  the Carholic

hierarchy, a part of the op-

Origins of the Polish Socialist Party

The estahlishment of the Polish Socialist Party
(Demacratic Revolution) (PSI-DR) marks the emergence
of a genuinely left current opposed to the bureaucracy and
the market reform in Poland.

In this edited article JOZEF PINTOR, the most influential
leader of the PSP-DR, explains his views of Polish sociery
and the role of his organisation,

position  commonly called
the “shadow establishment’
is willing to legitimize this
authoritarian road. This in-
volves Solidarnosc’'s most
infMuential intellectual ad-
visors and some highly
reputed union leaders, such

a5 Walesa, Bujak and
Frasyniuk,

Another part of the op-
position rojects the

authoritarian model, and
proposed a model of social
emancipatdon from below,
of dircet democracy, This is
where many factory struc-
tures of Solidarnosc stand.

In this same current is the
new left, grouped primarily
im our party, the Polish
Socialist Party-Democratic
Revolution, )

The birth of the Polish
Socialist Party is the result
of the awareness of the
stakes hound up with the
bureaucracy’s project. This
conscionsness has appeared

independently in  various
structures of the Polish
opposition.

If the shadow establish-
ment  continues tw  legit-
mize the bourgeoisification
of the nomenklatura, soon-
er or later the Polish socicty
is going to look for an alter-
native within the opposi-
tion. Then the left opposi-
tien can be this mnatural
alternative.

We are working to build
such  an altermative. Of
course, we are still wvery
weak, Most of the socicty
had confidence in Walesa
and the bishops. In our

camp, above all, are the
voung workers, the univer-
sity’ and  high  school
students.

This iz gredited version of an
priicle thar first appeared
[niernational Viewpainr, no
flis
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International

I:‘. China the preivatisation of
Eg_rl.-._'uliun!:- PFHL?LLC[]II]:'I Was
sturted mm 1978 with a speetacolar in-
crease in aericultural production, the
mushrooming of small scale rural in-
dustiy and a colossal process ol
social differsntiation with the crea-
tion of millongines on thHe one hand
and small farmers being driven out
of business on the other. Butas time
went on new contradictions emerged
with vizal grain production reduced
as tarmoers |-i"|li'kl_'d W more lucrative
crops, spitalling prices cutling into
urban workers' living standards with
inflation now reaching 20 per cent
and a huge impelus given Lo carrup-
tionand graft within the bureaucracy
ar avery  level. Alongside this
domestic policy went 4n extreme ac-
comadation W imperialism o
foreign policy, & de fagro military
alliance with US imperialism against

the  Sovier Lnion  and  most
disgracetully  of  all  contimung
Chinese  military  clashes  with

Viernam.

In China today the markel reform
is being broughi 1o a hali toaveid the
threar of @ massive reaction by the
Chinese working class to Irs falling
living standards and the soaal difl-
fentmation and privileges the market
has created, The student protests
demanding democracy have dovetadl-
ed with the mass working class
diseontent al Lhe cconomic crisisin
Ching.

I-‘. Poland, the consequences of
the market reform and loans from
western hanks have been successive
waves of working  olidss  strugele
culminating 1o the creéation of
Solidarnosc In 1981, Since 1981 the
burcaucraey have conlinucd 1o at-
lempt to carry through a radical
marker reform  bur met repeated
rebufls most recently in the rejection
ol prige mmereases 1n the referendum
om economic refornm in 1987 and the
witves of strikes which have followed.
The decision o legalise Solidarnosc
and heold partial elections in which
the opposition can participate are
political concessions in exchange for
the collaboration of the Lech Walesa
Solidarnosc leadership in carrying
through the market reforms end cut-
ting workers” living standards,

A major factor in Lthis was the
direct financial pressure of the
United States and Western banks.
Credit 1o Poland was held up by the
banks untl the agreement with
Walesa was signed and upon the
legalisation of Solidarnosc George
Bush  announced & loan T

Poland, his inteniion o visit the
country and that the Linied States
never had and never would accept the
division of Europe ratified at Yalta
afier the second world war.

As the consequences of the markst
reform  have worked (hooogh in
Poland amid periodic waves of mass
working <lass strugele a social and
political dilferentiation has proceed-
gd in the opposition. Farmers
Solidarnose is campaigning for im-
mediate large price increases — tha
5 tor a big transfer of wealth from
the wurban working ¢lass 10 the
farmers. Walesa is prepared (o aceept
a reduction in workers' living stan-
dards and has announced his inten-
Lion to run for president in six years
time. And an opposition which op-
poses any reduction in workers™ liv-
ing standards and supporis strikes 1o
delend them has emerged in the
lactories.

Imperialism is clearly directly in-
iervening in Poland supporting the
bureaucracy’s efforts 10 introduce
elements of capitalism and building
up Walesa as a pro-capiralist political
alternative 10 the bureaucracy as a
whaole.

Fnr Yugoslayia the resulis of the
markel reforms which began in
1966 have  been to  deepen
the national -divisions between the
richest and poorest nations within
the federation, to develop social dif-
fergntiation and (o provoke waves of
strikes gzainst the effects of runaway
inflation and unemployment.

In the richest republic, Slovenia,
the markel reform has gone furthest,
and there are sernious discussions
abour joining the EEC and opposi-
lien to Slovenia economically sub-
sidising: the poorest paris of
Yugoslavi

Bur the most significant political
development has been the rise of Ser-
bian chauvinism and nationalism. In
fhe  first  instance,  Slobodan
Milosevics campaign o withdaw
the nationdl rights and autonomy
glven to the regions of Vojvodina and
Kosovo by Tito in 1974 — provoking
and brutally crushing a powerful
fight by the workers and students aof
kosowo 1o defend their national
rights. Then the calling of a special
extraordingary  conlerence of  the
federal League of Yugoslav Com-
mumiste. Milosevic's aim is tochange
the party’s constitution which at pre-
sent is weighted to prevent domina-
{ivn by the Serbs — the largest na-
tipnality. Milosevic wants to increase
the weight ol the Serbs with the aim
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al ultirmately cstablishing himself s
a stalinst-type dictator of Lthe whole
of Yueosiavia.

hus we seeat difterent levels of

development and i specific
concrete situations the three basic
currenis  emerging  in the
upheavals that are unfolding in the
L-55R,. Eaviern FEurops and Chins.
First, Bukharinite tvpe cilresnis secks
ing 10 overcome the economi

Py T
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im-
passe created by stallnism nad res-

THusions pand o the pressure ol | ;
in the by inercasing radical markel reforns

domestically and adapiing foreign
palicy tompers lism

Secondly, the re-emergence o
stalimist-type currents, aLHCTPUNE 10
overcome the rising chaos creared by
the market reforms by repression and
F"_'-l_":.‘r'l'-.rﬂ.lihiiLJl."IEI 37 e '_'\.':'[1\-.".'“:\

Thimdly, the very st Besinnings,
in the gountry which been
through the largest working class
slruggles — Poland — of currents
seeking Lo strengihen the positions of
the working class economically,
soctally  and  politica in  the
workers' slates.

It will be the develppment and
struggle of those currents o the com-
ing vears which will domiinare the in-
ernal politics of the workers” staes.

Imperialism ts actively intervening
maximise the econpmic pressure pn
the worksrs' states and link up with
those sections . of the buresucrac
whosee the marker as the way oot al
the sconomic crisis in arder, over
miuch longer timescale 1o support
the genuinely pro-capitalist, resrora-
tionis) currents which will ¢merge as
a rasult of these policies

Phe working class in the west has
every intertst in supporting socialist
currents’ — the first csumple of

which [z the PSP-DR in Poland.

marker wifl
nor prevent
refection af
its real
effeces by
the Sovier
working
class’
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In Perspective

The significance
of the Black
Section

he black movement in Britain,

like all other sections of socicty
has to face a major question of
perspective after ten years of That-
cherism.. Black people can no longer
benefit  from redistribution  of
resources through local authorities
because of the financial squeeze be-
‘ngapplied lrom central government.
The Labour controlled councils that
pioncered the various positive action
programmes in the 1970% have suf-
fered reverses, and the GLC and the
other metropolitan councils have
been abolished.

Labour councils have used the
government's attacks as an oxeuse [0
retreil from anti-racist policies. Bir-
mingham City Council have dispro-
portionately earmarked black organ-
isations in the voluntary sector Lo
bear the the brunt of its cuts pro-
gramme Manchester City Council
has begun to roll hack 11s positive ac-
tion policies following the Burnage
School incident and the recommen-
darions of the report of the
McDonald Inguirv.

The Labour council in Dewsbury
capitulated 1o the mcist campaign
for white pupils to be able to effec-
tivelv boveott a school because of the
high propertion of black children
there. In London, Labour councils
are in many cases cutting back and
even  eliminating. race umits —
notably with the victimization of
Benny Bunsce by Hounslow council.

Pieces of legislation, such as the
Poll Tax and Education Reform Act,
have had a disproportionately
adverse effect on black people

Labour Party conference this year is due

to debate the form of black representation

in the party. While the Labour right will

maintain an all-out fight against black

self-organisation, and may yet succeed in

preventing real progress, it is nonetheless a

victory — and a vindication of the Labour

Party Black Section — that the issue is

now on the agenda in the labour

movement. MIKE WONGSAM cxplains

the significance of the Black Section.

Diirect attacks have contined with re-
cent immigration and nationality
lepislation. Police hamssment of
black people  continues o be
unrestrained resulting in severe in-
juries and even deéaths,

The social indicators showing the
gontinued deterioration of the condi-
tion of the black community in That-
cher's Britain, are well documenied.
For instance, & black person is
statistically twice as likelv to be
unemploved as 2 white person, and
for black vouth (and in particular,
black male youth) the likelihood of
unemplovment i ¢ven greater,

The Ideological gains made by
black peaple in the 1960s and 705 in
education policy, emplovment
policy, ete. have come under sustain-
ed attack. Honevford's article in the
Safisbury Review has started a series
of attempts Lo drive back anti-racist
cducation policy, and the positive ac-
tion employment policies m-
plemented by lLondon  local
authorities have been halied hy
legislative mieans. This in turn, has
led to a rightward turn In the race
relations industry itsef — the only
real institutional embodiment of the
gains of the first wave of black na-
fionalism in this country, in the
1960s,70s.

hese gains were direct results ol
an upsurge of strugele by the
newly settied black pepulation in this
country, and represented Lhe need to
create an institutional framework

within which the inierests of black
people could be defended during the
deteriorating economic situation of
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the 1970s The result was the mass
unionisation of black people, and the
Wilson/Callaghan settlement com-
prising the Race-Relations Act, the
establishment of the Commission for
Racial Equality, and at the samc
Lime, the strengthening of mmmigra-
tion legislation. In other works, ‘in-
regration plus limitation.”

Ten years of Thatcher government
hassucceeded in tightening Immigra-
tion: laws, undoing many of the ad-
vances made by the anti-tacist lobby
in the held of education and employ-
ment policy, and through s
economic policies, has produced a
demographi¢ dislocation which has
structured discrimination in society.

The political strategy behind these
policies — the ‘dual society’ — has
been to widen the differentials in
sociery and force a split in the labour
movemeént in order to forge a new
political consensus based on A
reorganised  systerm of  bourgeois
hegemony. Because the labour move-
ment is now Jess influential, and
because the majority political cur-
rents in the labour movement have
come 1an accommodation with the
main features of Thatcherism, the
guestion which faces the black com-
munity is how to begin to regain
position and defend 1itself under
these changed circumstances.

The possibilitics which exist for
regaining position are few, It is ob-
viously not possible within capiul to
advance the position of any signifi-
cant proportion of the black popula-
tion. Becanse discrimination has
become more structured in society, it
will become even less possible to ad-




vance the position of black people s
# whole through personal advance-
menl, NO majpr mstiiutions are im-
plementing lhoroughgoing positive
action progrmmmes. The decline. in
the number of people in age range
16-19 entering the labour [lorce
presents the opportuniy for the
reserve army of black labour w take
advantage. However, only a major
decision to commit resources, In-
cluding a massive programme aimed
at countering structured discrimina-
ron, enghling this 1o take place can
realise this possibility, and that
certainly is not the government's in-
tention. The race relations industry
has proved irself to be incapable of
defending its previous positions in
the face of the idcological backiash
of the right, and therefore is not a
credible vehicle for advancing the
positionof black people

Of all the possibilities for advance,
given the currenl  situation  and
eslablished political framework, the
only cradible starting point 1s the
labour movement, Within the labour
movement klack people have est-
ablished their presence throush a
long series of unionizalion strugoles,
and constilute 8 potentially sighifi-
cant lomee in a number of large
umigns,

Yel, the lzhour movement is only
a patentiglly credible opuon
toor hlack people. This iy because
biack people are <1ill & small minori-
t%, 4.5 per vent of the population and
af the workforce In omler to form
the basls on which significant ad-
vanee can be made, black people
have toconstruct alliances with other
segtions of the labour movement —
black people need to create a wider
anti-racisl mujority thar can defend
the interests of black people Thiy
has 1o be the starting point for the
strategy of the black movemenl over
the ¢oming period.

The next guestion is how can the
advanced black  workers  form
allianges with other organised lorces
in the labour movement? Analliance
can-only be formed by oreanised par-
ties to Lthe atliance — it 15 & conscious
political act, reguiring first  an
elementary form of  organisation.
Only arganisations can express the
collectve attitude of individuals to
the lerms of an alliance, The precon-
dition for advance therelore, i the
self-organisation of black people
within the structurés of the labout
movement — In effect, this & the
concrete form ol the reconstitution
of the black movement, and of black

For black
people the
iy
credible
slarting
poimni is the
{ahour
movemernt’

nationalism in this. country,

1t is no accident that the Labour
Party Black Section is the most na-
tional, most organised and most in-
fluenrial black organisation Lthat has
ever existed in Britain, Alongside i,
and linked to it, there has been a
steddly, relentless, advance of black
self-organisarion within the labour
movemeni, including the NALGO
Black Workers' forum, the decision
of the Mational Union of Teachers
conference to supporl  black
organisation within the union and
less dramatic advances in other
unions like the TGWLU and NUPE,

It must be stressed that there are
no mass single issue campaigns that
present even the remotes| possibilicy
of being a springboard from which
stable political alliances can be made
on anything other than an episodic
basis.

lhe specifically national arganisa-
tions like the Indian Workers
Association, Pakistan People's Party,
People’s National Party (Jamaics)
erg, cannol by Lheir nature represent
black people as a whole,

The election of four black Labour
MPs in 1987 was a historic
breakthrough which was achieved
directly as g result of the work of the
Labour Party Black Section. Bul the
Black MPs pelitically straddle dif-
ferent wings of the left in the Labour
Party with Paul Boateng aligned with
Neil Kinnock, while Digne Abbotl
and Bernie Granl remain aligned
with the Campaign Group. Boateng
hats ried to sever relalions with the
Black Section and the hard 2l in the

hope getting front bench positions,
The Parliamentary Black Caucus
created-bv Bernice Cirant, Diane Ab-
bot! and Keirh Var has all the limita-
tionsofa purely parliamentary body,
It can only be effective and useful in-
sofar as it s allied wilth and accoun-
tahle to rank und file black orzanisa-
tion tutside parlisment in the Black
Seciion.

It can be seen thal outside of the
Labour Black Section, no other for-
mition has come forward with 4
perspective that can inspire a second
wave of black natonalism. The
Black Section hawe fought for
autonomous black self-organisation,
and have constructed the alliances
that have been necessary to ensure its
survival in & situation where it was in
the forefront of the party leader-
ship’s attacks on the left. It has
created, as a founding organisation
of Labour Left Liaison, an alliance
with the Labour Womens' Action
Commiriee -and the Campaign for
Labour Party Demaocracy; which is
influential in  the Constituency
Labour Parties, This was siregthenad
af this year's Black Section AGM by
the decision of Women in Black Sec-
tions o take up two places reserved
[or them on the Labour Women's Ac-
tion Commities’s national executive,
Through the LLL it has won the sup-
port of the Campaign Group of

MPs, In the rrade umions it has
steadily worked for black self
Ofganisdtion,  suppott for  1ts

demands in the Labour Party and
buile successiul campatgns ke that
which resulted in the reinstatement
of Amlr Khan and Kevin Scallv in o
party membership.

The black Secton has demon-
strated thereby that it has the correct
political and organisational
framework necessary o lead the
fight for the interests of black peo-
ple. Ouside of the Labour Pany
Black Section, there are no other
forees  copable of  systematically
leadime this work.

The decision of last vear's party
conference o support black self-
urganisation was @ major break-
through for the Black Section. But
now a very serious light is on for this
10:-be translated into official recogni-
tin for a unitary black organisation
within the party. Because they are
tacist, and becaose the politics of a
Labour Black oreanisation will be
well to the left of the party leader-
ship, the right wing will fight tooth
and nail 1o prevent the party sanc-
tivning such a genuine form of black
self-organistion.




Reviews

Which revolution from above?

In ihe midst of the political turmoil facing the Seviel Union
the appearsnce of Tarig Al's new book Revolutivn from
Above Where i the Sovier Urrion going? affords an important
opportunity to survey the viewsof ‘a leading radical Ieatlerluf
the 60s’ Moreover, as he himsell explains, the vantage point
from which he surveys contemporary Soviel nffairs is that of
n independent and critical Marxist tradition’, greatly
influenced by the writings of Isaac Deutscher, Leon Trotsky
and Froest Mandel — but définitely in that order MICK

Revolution from Above 15
i (hemain an accessible, if
[amiliar, exposition of what |5
comrmon toall threg,
poppered with firse hand
accounts of prominent pro-
perestrotka feures garnered
from recenl Lrips 10 the Sovict
Union as a guest of the
Writers Union.

Acthetitle of the book
sugpests, the tradilion Lo
which Tariq All owes most (o
14 that of the late [saac
Deulscher who gave hirth o
the idea of demogranc
regencrstion of the Soviel
Linion faefling anc being
fuglled by divisions within the
boreaucracy.

Natsurprisingly then Tarig
All's enthustasm for Mikhall
Giorbachey verges on the
unbridled, it is oniy
pvershadowed by his view of
Roris Yeltgin, the more ardan:
refarmer ol (he rwa, Thus

Beynlution from Above:
Where is the Soviet Union
Going?

Tang All; Century
Hutchinson £3.95

ARCHER notes.

emlusing over Gorbachev’s
speech o the Central
Commilles plenum in
lanuary 1987, All writes 'this
was the authentic vomwe of the
cantankerous old man in (he
British museum who was
working on (exis designed to
set humanily on the road to
self-cmanapalion;

Nor is thisan solaed
example. In the casc of Sovier
foreipn policy Al argoes that
Gorbachev’s adherence 1o 4
st of needs geared to
immediate Soviel recovery
rather than any other long
rerm aims’ is mercly |
realfirmation of the priorities
that exisled in Soviet foreign
noficy since 1927, ‘But there
is one difference.. Gorbachev
is 1ot goving to pretend that he
15 doing samething that he
clearly 15 not doing, and
perhaps cannol achisve So
t1te rhecoric will be scaled
down and some positive
changes will take place, such
a5 4 realistic assessment
inside the Sovie: camp of
various regimes in the Third
World and the real balance of
[orees inside Western Europe
and North Americal

As f[or those who suggest
that more than rhetoric will
be scaled down Al has a
simple rejoinder; 'while there
Is a wreat deal of alk there 15
no clear evidense 1o suggest
that the Soviel Union s going
o leave black South Alrica,
Nicaragua, or Cuba to the
merey of the wolves?

But addressing the fumre
Al extends two lines of
thought. First the decisive
task is the democratisation of
the political institutions of
the Soviet Union; and here,
‘“what iz ar stake now is.mo
maintain mass support while
enpaning in delicate
nAnoDeuVrEs ar the wp 1o
neurralise the opposition:
Second, ‘a settling of
accounts with the Stalinist

I‘E_}

legacy roquines i just
appeeciation of the necessity
of drawing on all thal 1=
pasitivein both Trotsky and
Rukharin®s legacy. Itis
sectarian and dangerows (o
supposc that cithera purcly
Leninist or a purcly
Trotskyist or a purcly
Bukhariniie position supplies
all the answers.

Whal Ali means by this
advice, confined to-ashort
appendix at the back of the
hadk, is not exactly clearn But
in that he goes out of his way
1 demonsirate thar Trosky
was nol implacably opposed
to the usc of market
mechanizms within (he Soviet
economy, the suggesiion
appears to he that it is (hese
[eatures of Bukharin's legacy
that should be rehabilitated,

Hiere, however, there isa
crucial weakness in Ali's
ook inthat having
mntroduced a point he notl
only fails o explain thesharp
differcnces ol opinion
Trotsky and Bukharin held
on the role of the market, but
he sugeests that morc
advanced tactics by Tromsky
im 1925-26 may have detached
Pukharin from Stalin and
preventad the conselidation
of the hureaucracy. Within
the conlext of present
pressures for market reforms
within the Soviet Uinion, the
sirpmestion that Trotshy and
Bukharin had morcin
common ar this stage than
divided them is dangerous.

Furthermore on the key
guastions of the international
revalution, notably the
Second Chinese Heviolution
of 1926-27 Bukharin was in

Agreement with Stalin and
completely opposed to
Trotsky — which, alons,
would have made a political
bloc completely impossible in
the real world At the time of
the break up of the
Triumverate (Stalin, Zinoviey
and Kameney) Trotsky wrote
an article with the title "An
analysis of the slogans and
differences’ which cautioned
ggainst just such approach as
Ali putlines,

That Al takes a different
vigw is not in itself
reprchensible but its fogic
would be to 1ake the Sovier
Union In a different diregiion
to the one kis book claims ta
esPse,

Poland —
debates in

Solidarnosc

A pew pamphlet an the
strugeles of Selidarnos in
the early "B provides a
necessary backoround (o
current events in Polund.
STEWART McUASKELL
explains why.

Foland — the rgntiar

This pamphlet is useful for
anyone who wants 1o
noderstand the momentous
events taking place in
Poland. By describing the
dehates in the Polish
opposition in the early Bl's,
Kowalewski lays the hasis
for understanding the
current agreement berween
the Solidarnose leadership
and the Jaruselski reglme
— and the upheavals which
will foliow in Poland.

Kowalewski looks at some
of the contradictions of
Solidarnose, Its strength lay
in the fact it was a trade
union, which gave it its
truly mass character,
meaning it could become
the focus of all the varied
aspirations of the Polish
working class.

But, at the same time, a%
a trade union, it did not
present liself as an
aliernative to the central
political power of the
bureaucracy. “In a certain
sense the counter power
accumulated by
Solidarncsc held back the
formation of organs of
power in the strict sense of
the word... in fact, the
energy of the masses
neccessary for building
such institutdons was
swillowed up first by the
trade umion. It was only
after this drive had reached
a certain level of maturity
and experience and had
come into contradicdon
with the trade union nature
of Solidarnosc that the
masses turned to building
institutions outside the
trade wnion.'

Kowalewski givesa wealth
of detall on the early de-
bates in Solidarnosc on self
management, the market
and the bureaveracy. He
explains the link berweed

e



the strategy of ‘self-limiting
revolution® adopted by
influential sections of
Solidarnosc, and their
support for market
reforms. The self limiting
revolution strategy was a
proposal to ‘overthrow
hitreaucratic power at the
grass roofs — in the
workplaces and in the
municipalities — but notat
the central level! Thercfore
they propoesed to “limit the
power of the bureaucracy
by emphasising the
maximum development of
the market. It is precisely
agreement on the market
reform which underpins the
political agreement
reached between Walesa
and Jaruselski in April this
yvear with the strong
approval of George Bush
and the western banks.

Evenin 1981 there were
currents opposed to these
positions which are also
documented. For example,
in 1981 workers committee
representatives called for
representation of the
workers councils through
the establishment of a “sclf
management chamber of
the parliament, as the
regime wonld never
voluntarily give up power.
A position developed more
fully today by the Polish
Socialist Party (Democratic
Revolution) (PSP-DR).

Finally Kowalewski
considers the present
debates on the market
reforms, explaining the
basis for the attraction of
western capitalism in a
Polish society riven by
political and economic
crisis 'an average Polish
worker sees western
capitalism as West
Germany, France, Britain
and the USA — not Bolivia®
— and not its real content
— lower Palish living
standards.

For all these reasons the
pPamphlet is thoroughly
worth reading, but above all
because it is a first hand
account of a tremendous
mass struggle.
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The beginning of the film is
key in situating the whole
story. The opening scenes
show Sarah (Foster) running
away from the scene of the
attack. There is no question
about what has happened to
her — a bruial mpe

Ihe following scenes of her
examination by police and
nurses, the horrific injuries
inflicled during the rape,
reinforce this. In my view,
these scenes, and the [act that
they come at the very start of
the film, are the most
imporant, Through them the
rape is an established fact;
and whatever the events
preceding it, they cannor
change this fact, or justify il.

The story unfiolds around
Sarah's fight 1o tell hér story,
and bring her attackers to
Justice. It is towards the end
of the film, during the
courtroom battle that the
rape aind the evens leading

WP Lo it are reconstrucied.

Isaw the [ilm with a

ceriain amount ¢f reluctance,
knowing about the well
publicised rape scene, and
that rape is so often portraved
in 1he media as a sexoal act,
or trivial or amusing.

However, by the time the
audience sess the rape scene
in The Accused, the rape is
bevond question. And very
importantly it has not been
placed in any sexval context,
it is simply a brutal assault.

I'he rape scene 15 shocking,
but only serves to reinforce
the truth which Sarah wants
1o Lell. Tt has nothing ro do
with sewuality, but is correctly
about violence and power
exercized by a group of men
DVEr 3 Woman.

The film goes out of its
way lo put forward and then
shoot down many of the
regsons that are ofien
advanced by the courts,
police or media to blame
women themselves for the
violende which happens (o
them, cven justifving mpe

Before the mpe, Samh goes
to the bar, “The Mill’, alone,

Telling the truth about rape

Fhe Accused, directed by Jonathon Kaplan and starring Jodie
Foster has been one of the most controversial films this year,
This is nol surprising, argues JAY NE FISHER, given the
progressive nature of the film in dealing with mpe, and
challenging the myths perpetuated o jostify or minimise
vinlence and hrutality against women.

after a row with her
boyvitiend. She isdressed
sexily, pets drunk, and dances
provocatively with 2 man,
who becomes her atracker,
and in front of others who
later 10in in the rape Yel the
[ilm draws g firm line
between her flirting with ooc
of the men, dancing with
him, and his physically
preventing her from leaving
when shesavs she wanis 1o
ao,

Al this poinil the seene
slops being about anything
sexudl, wnd is about one man
and then-a group of men
EXercising power Over one
women as thay in wrn
brutally tape her, The Glm
very definately establishes
that no mater what the
evenls preceding it, rape is
still mpe, and that Sarah still
has the absolute right to say
no, and that no means no,
whatever the circumsiances

The men who mpe her are
not porirayved as faceless sex
fiends, lurking in the
shadows, but'as ‘ordinary”
men, from truck driversto a

college student whio happen
to be drinking in-a bar
together, This furns 1o
vinlence, as, spurred.an by
one another, they in turn hold
Sarah down and mpe her,

It 152 disturbing and
shocking film for anvone to
sit through, as it portravs a
most brutal aspect of saciery
which many people would
rather ignore 11 s egsier Lo
Blame or simply not belicve
women, such the characier of
Sarah Tobias in The Avcused,
than o confron the truth.
This film is important
hecause Il communicates a
dilfercnt message

It left me asking the
guestion: what mikes this
sOCiCTy 50 Totten, that the
position of women and the
perception of women's role is
such thal some men arc
reduced 10 acting like those in
The Acorsed?

The story of The Accused
iz based on a real case, and
the film ends with some
startling tacts. In the Limited
Siales a rape 1s reported every
six minutes, and one in cvery
four of thosc mpes involves
more than one assailanc

This [iim 1s & step to telling
the truth about rape, and as
such isia step forward for
WOIMETL

Photo courtesy Rio Cinema, Dals

ton, E8
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The dance of the millions

With the recenl npsurge of struggle in @ number of Latin
American countries, coupled with economic and political crisis
lor ihe regimes, JAVIER MENDEZ takes s limely lonk at a
book which gives the buckground to the debl crisis which

Latien Aer
Detil Crisiy

Jackio Roddick, Latin
America Bureay, London
1955,

Written to address more
speci fically (he defanlt erisis
that came aboul-in 1982 and
the devastating smowhall
effect it would huve had, The
Dance af the Milliony goes
much further than this II
demonatraces that the
regveling of petrodoilars
locked Latin America ‘into a
dependende on commercizal
finance which was sell-
perpetuating’

Underpinned by an
imipressive arvay of evidence
thi book traces the history of
the Ludin Ammericin debi
from the beginnings of the
197005 to the explosive and
unmanapeable levels which it
hadt-acouired Ty rhe 19805, 1t
reveals the intrivale imierplay
between politics and
evonomics, and the toles of
the myriad of international
financial inseitutions
{primarily the IMT but also
the Warld Bank and the
leading world private banks),
with the LIS government in
ensuring the bleeding of
Latin America for easy
profits 4t the cxpense of the
poot, in whal Roddick aptly
describes as a ‘saga of gread’,
Should any default provoke
linancial panic followed by a
catastrophic economic crisis,
the banks have only
themselves o blame,

All the hideous
mechznisms of financial
cxploitation, the actual
Amounts accruing o the big
banks, (he sordid blackmail
rovensure the comntinuation of
the dance anc exposed and
cxplained. It nlso demolishes
the creditors” favourite
argument to put the blame on
the victims arguing the
present level of debt is ducto
CUHIDMICc mIsmanagement
inhibitine the free eperation
of marker fonces.

underpins the situation.

Roddick does not lose sight
of the fact that the banks go
the dance of the miflions
rolling with the support of
military dicratarships and
givilian ‘democratic
poverniment in Latin America
itsell, which are logether
responsible for not having
translared any of this mass.of
wealth into significan
econgmic develvpment,

Thee poamt 1y well
substantiated: the fipure for
the zotal assers held abroad
b Larin Americans in 1953
was 8180 bin. The money that
was psed ininvestment wenl
cither to grandiose
infrasiructure projects to help
muitinanonal companies 1o
invear Incally or “was
funnelied sirpizhi oul again’,
Thedance of the millions was
‘cysentially 4 boom cra for
Larin America’s middle and
upper classes’

How have the poor fared?
I'his scction of the book wves
a horrifving picture of the
soial conseguences of the
debi. A detailed break down
country by country of Lhe
growing miscry of the masses
in health, wages,
employment, consumption
dnd education. “The poor
cverywhen paid a massive
price for this decade of
financial bonanza’ Roddick
illustrates this point by the
Favl that since the Great
Depression of the 19805, ‘the
urbun informal sector
expanded by a staggering 39
ner cent”.

The notion thal Brazl or
Mexivo because of their
impressive rates of industrial
wrowih, have grown inig some
kind of sub-imperialism —
COMMON CUrTenCy in some
quarters — is jusi ridiculous
in the face of Roddick's
evidenice: Furthermore, the
idea that the ruling class of
the countries commonly
referred to as Newly
Industrialied Coantries is not
the lackev of imperialism
anvmare is resoundly belied
by the grovelling subservience
dispiayed by the Brazilian,
Argenhintan-and Mexican

Phioto courtesy Rio Cinema, Dalstan, E8

Matewan

Set in West Virginia in 1920, Marcvan portrays the strug-
gle of the town's mining community to set up a union to
fight pay cuts, rent rises and appalling working condi-
tions. Faced with violent opposition from the Stone
Mountain Ceal Company who own the mine and muost of
the town, they are helped in their struggle by the arrival
of ex-1WW union organiser Joe Kenehan (played by Chris
Cooper) who attempis to give some political direction to
their strike,

The film follows the black and Ttalian workers, led by
‘Few Clothes' (James Earl-Jones) in their attempt to
overcome the racism of the white workers. The film is to
be commended for doing this through strong black
characters rather than portraying them as passive vie-
tims. It also addresses the guestion of religion and
pacifism within the community as the miners are forced
more and more into violent confrontation,

John Sayles, who directs Marmoan, has produced a film
which glthough simple in its story line, never sacrifices
its polirical content and comes down very much on the
side of the collective action of the miners. Mare2an is an
excellent film and is well worth a trip to the cinema,
JAMNE CARO and SEAN GEOGHEGAN

bourgemsics vis-a-vis the US,
I'hey have rejected several
ateempes to serupa Latin
American carlel of deblors,
Besides, “Fivevears after the
debt crisis (1982), Latin
America was LS5 121 billion
poorer” brought about with
the help of the Latin
American ruling class,
However, in the context of
an aggressive declining LS
which is increasingly viclous
in its use of the IMbF and the
World Bank 1o impose
privansation, deregulation
and lberalisaiion on
subservient Lalin Ameran

Z)

ruling elites, the Kevnesian
conclusion of the book is
incomprehensible, The only
saripus alrernative iz 1o refuse
Lo pay and to achieve it
neither @ Revnesian
government nor a Kevnesian
economic poloy will da.
Drespite its conclusion,
Roddick™ book 15 an
excallent, detailed scvount of
the vaparies of how the debt
[xas become a privileged
mechanism of US mpearialist
cxplodtation of Latin
Americi, Itshould be read by
overy senous inlermationalist
anil anti-imperialist activist.
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give ground 10 those who ar all costs
wish to keep further criticism Away
from the family,

T%u&: buckdrop to the growing
awareness of the realitv of
‘family  life, are the enormous
changes In socigl relations, with the
family at their centrg, that have taken
place sinee the second world war, and
in the last twenty vears in particular,
This article looks at Britain but the
same discussions on sexual abuse are
raking place across Europe and in the
: United States, based on the political
Sexual abuse and the family impact of simiar changes in the
| social siructure,
. . . Most important has T the
“Despite the revulsion incest has provoked, it opens a frightening but vital revolution i.l]]J the social pfifﬂu ET
; . s ; : - P R : women since the second world war,
line of questioning about ordinary family relations. It identifies tensions In Britain, following a century where
women filled a consistent proportion
of the labour force of around 30 per
cent, singe the second world war this
proportion has steadily increased, 1o
a point where women are now almost
half ol the labour force. Such &
massive change I women's par-
tigipation in emplovment could not
take place withoul precipitating ma-
Jor upheavals in other aspects of
wormen's ives and in social relations.

between family solidarity and individual autonomy and children’s rights.

between women's status as victims and their responsibility as parents,

tensions that one should not expect Lo resolve easily. It shows that many

feminine virtues, not only those one might want (o reject — obedience,

quietness, obligingness — but also those one might want to preserve —

discipline, responsibility, lovalty — can suppport victimisation® Linda
Gordon, Heroes of Their Own Lives, Virago 1989.

A n explosion in the number of
reported incidents, of informa-
tion gleaned from the work of
dedicated doctors  and  social
workers, the conclusions ol
academic and professional studies
and the campaigning work of women
and necest survivors has, in the last
few years, established that the sexual
abuse of children 15 a social reality of
the most massive proportions. In
April of this vear the National Socice-
tv for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children teported a continuing in-
crease in the number of cases of child
sexual abuse reporied to them: 2,876
in 1987/B8 being 23.6 per cent upon
the previous year. In June 1987
Childline was dealing with 600 calls a
day. In June 1987 the Director of the
MNational Children's Burcau
estimated that one in ten girls had
been sexually abused before they
Were sixleen.

Despite & concerted campaign —
in this country supported by Lhe
government, the media, the church
and Labour MPs like Stuart Bell —
to deny this reality and put the lid
back on the suffering endured morc
or less silently by children, recogni-
tion is growing,

However, even among those who
have begun from a position of believ-
ing the victims and ser out to give
support and action, sharply differing

analyses have emerged. These reflect
exactly the lensions referred to by

Linda Gordon above: how we

understand the inter-relationships of
power within families, crucially how
we understand the power of men,
especially of fathers; how to balance
the oppression of women within the
family with their power and respon.
sibilities as parents; what are the
limits of *family" privacy as against
children's rights and social concern
about thewr abuse, These matters are
far from being just interesting points
for discussion. Their reselution is
not proving ¢asy. But they hold the
key to what is particular about the
sexual abuse of children, and
therefore to determining a course of
action, demands, education that is of
maost help to those at the heart of the
debate, the children.

At the centre of these tensions is
what analysis is held of the family
ltsell, its character and function as
an institution, the power relations
within it, and the relevance of the
structural changes taking place in it
to the contemporary coming to the
surface of child sexnal abuse. Placing
the family at the core of the social
relations through which we unders-
tand child sexual abuse is erucial
Deciding not to leads to an analvsis
and to practices which are, at best, ir-
relevant and periphersl, or, at worst,

Directly related effects include the
CONSistent poOsl-war  merease (o
women's participaiion o higher
education. By 1986 women were 41
per cent of stodenis in higher
education,

A similar conseguence is the sharp
rise in the proportion of children
under five in pre-school education,
Of all 3-4 vear olds, 21 per cent were
in pre-school education in 1971, com-
pared with 47 per cent in 1986, The
tovtal number of under-fives in educa-
tion rose from 280,000 in 1966 to
(71000 i 1956,

The needs of employers 1o draw
wamen inte the available workforce
in this period converzed with the
orowth al sovial and political expec-
tations and militancy of women, con-
sequent on women's  lncreased
economic independence, (o intensify
pressure for more DBheral social
legislation affecting the rights of
women. Legislation such as the 1967
Abortion Act and the 1969 Divorce
Reform Act had the most mass im-
pact, Combined with the mass
availability of an effective and conve-
nient contraceptive in the form of
‘the pill, leaving aside the serious
health risks to women only later
revealed, these have brought a virtual
revolution in the shape and size of
famihies, of rates of rths and
marriages,

Where women are marrving. they
are tending 1o do so ar a later age,

-




In Depth

They are initiating a majority of
divorces.

In 196] there were 27,000 divorees.
In 1971, the first vear under the new
legislation there were 80,000, And in
1986 there were 168,000 and the up-
ward trend is continuing. In 1986 72
pet cent of divorces were granted to
wives, the highest proportion ever

The 1967 Act and more efficient
contraception have elfected the rate
and patterns of birth. Women's abili-
Ly to control the number and spacing
of their children has led to a sharply
declining hirth rate, In [Y86 the birth
rite (per thousand live hirths) was 29
per cent lower than the post-1930s
peak in 1964, Amongst 20-24 year
olds there has been s 39 per cent fall
in the annueal rate berween 1964 and
1986,

Ar the same time there has been a
sharp rise in  ‘illegitimacy', and
nitably of the proportion of children
born ouiside marriage but registered
by both parcnts. Whereas the
number of illegitimate hirths staved
more or less constant between 1900
and the late 19305, with exceptions in
both world wars, at around 4 per cent
af all live births, by 1986 they
represented 21 per cent. In 1986 there
were 158,000 repistered “iflegitimate’
hirths, compared with 61,000 in 1976,

Alongside this there has been a
steady increase in the number of
single parent families — representing
by 1985 13 per cent of all houwseholds
with dependent children.

hese changes add up o an

upheaval in the institution o!f
the family and in roles previously
adopted within it, putting massive
strains on its existing structure, while
creating the opportunity lor change
Particularly this has alleviated some
of the most intolerable pressures on
women — enforced motherhood and
marriage, lack of ability to get out of
marriage, women's individualised
responsibility for childeare.

But not only women have been af-
fected. Increasad social responsibili-
ty for welfare has begun to open up
the whole family to intense scrutiny,
encouraging new standards of accep-
table behaviour and treatment. Pre-
school education and the generally
available health care for babies and
voung children, for instance, have en-
couraged certaln minimum norms of
care and ensure at the very least
that the health and welfare of
children in general is the concern and
comes oy the allention of public
bodies ourside of their individual
Families.

The changed social position of
women has helped make concern for

what happens in family or domestic
relations a matter for social and
political concern. It has made it im-
possible o relegate certain matiers 1o
strictly  ‘private’ life and pot of
peneral political concern. It has
mads blaming women lor their op-
pression — ‘magging’ wives gel
beaten, ‘promiscuous’ women get
raped — increasingly unacceptable,
Public, or social, concern and
responsibility for all familial rela-
tions are increasingly legitimate.

This is a phenomenon which has
its historical precedents. In 2 recent
study of the evolution of social
welfare policies in the United States,
taking the practice in Massachusetts
specifically, Linda Gordon argues
thar ‘The  feminist impulse
legitimates inquiry into what actual-
ly happens in families. Generally,
whenever the women's movement 15
in decline, people are reluctant to
recognise that anything bad could be
going on in ther!

In the first period she considered,
between 1880 and 1910, a growth in
women's militancy and social in-
volvemnent was the backdrop to the
zrowth of a more progressive attitude
to child sexpal abuse than had existed
provioosly. There was @ consensus
that, i the working class familics
which were the concern of these
welfare agencies, child sexual abuse
was very common, amounting o
roughly ten per cent of their case
load. Moreover it was accepted sex-
wal shuse was pre-eminently father-
daughter rape Diespite the
weaknesses arising from the im-
mense cluss and cultural prejudices
of these agencies, and the linmitations
of what they had to offer, the impor-
fant point is that they considered the
central locarion of ¢hild sexual abuse
to be within families and they believ-
ed Il to be very commaon.

In sharp contrast the period bet-
ween 1930 and the 1950s, which sawa
sharp decline in women's militancy
and swabs a1 independence, what
Gordon  calls  a  C‘guiescence  of
feminism” and of ideclogical cam-
paigns in support of the family, also
experienced a virtual disappearenoe
in social work attention o child sex-
ual abuse: *hy 1960 incest was con-
ceived by experts, and described in
textbooks on familv problems, as a
vare sexual perversion, a ong-in-a
million occurence’. Moreover where
child sexual abuse was considered, it
was believed 10 be something which
took place outside families. This
period saw the emergence of the ‘dir-
ty old man’ stereotype. The fact that,
as Linda Gordon says ‘then, as now,

Today’s
concern is
the
opening wp
of the
family,
challenging
air ideas
af power
and
personal
relationshi-

Fely

£ )

most sexual abusers of children Know
them well’ wis Simply ignored.

A 5 with the rape of women, the
stereotvpe and focus of ¢on-
erm, such as it was, was transferred
putside the home away [rom an
assault between people who know
cach other, to.one between people
who were strangers. And as with rape
while such a phenomenon, of course,
exists and widely, this transfer allow-
cd the majority of assaults to go ieg-
nored. Mosl rapes take place between
people who know ciach other; most
sexual abuse of children takes place
in the family. This transfer ook ai-
tention away from the thorny pro-
blem of power relations within the
family, between husbands and wives,
parents and children. 1t transferred it
to Tandom strect attacks

With rape this focus allows blame
to be more easily directed al women;
women who go out at night, who
walk home alone, who wear certain
clothes, visit bars alone somehow
‘provoke’ rape A similar progess
took place with child sexual abuse,
While the owverall number of
reported/helieved  meidents  fell
dramatically, the belief that, where it
did occur, it wias a phenomenon over-
whelmingly based outside the home
let the family, and fathers. off the
hook, Tt had totally different im-
plications for maothers, as Gordon
comments ‘Incest” or ‘carnal abuse’
was reclassified as moral neglect,
which was by definition a mother's
crime’. If claims of children in the
home were believed mother’s were
blamied as *rigid', daughters ‘sexual-
¥ precocious’,

It is crucial that we learn the
lessons of these historical examples
and use the present opening up o
public view of relations within the
family to establish definitively cer-
tain truths about relations within it
It is exactly this focus and epportuni-
ty that much political debate 15 ten-
ding o miss.

The problem is crystallised in a re-
cent book on events in Cleveland by
Bea Campbell. Campbell argues that
the sexual abuse of children is ‘not
just about power and parenting, it i3
about sex and desire’, and that what
we are faced with in such abuse s
“hat adults in general and men in
particalar must take responsibility
for which forms of pleasure areé
honourable and which are not’. This
is 1o miss the point and place on the
same level sexual desire, which in-
deed is part of what is Jearned and
distorted in the material and
ideological framework of the family,




and relations ef power and Inequall-
vy within families  which  allow
assaults 10 take place

It is the privatised and unequal
power relations wilthin the family
which fave callowed child =exual
abuse i take plage and to go un-
noticed.  These relations  have
legitimised  parenls’,  specilically
lathers' ‘righis” over children, and
these have béen extended sexually,
The e&ven more  oxtreme  n-
terdependence of family support in
previous periods only more sharply
demonstrates this fact “the largest
single Factor inercgting the aura of
‘normahty’ in these families was the
father's artitude of sntitlement. Not
a single Incest assailanl cxpressed
contrition for whal he had done or
guill or having hurt his daughrer —
anly denal, self-justification, and/or
shame and humiliation at having
been discoversd’, argues Linda Gor-
don. 138 ‘normal’ 1o believe thar
children  have less rights  within
tamilies, that they are the property ol
DATENTS,

['he tenacity. ol this belief — and
the relaled seceprance by women of
men's/husband’s rights, thai
somehow a father’s necds ame most
legitimate — explaing something of
Lhe action’s of mothers who have
tolerated sexual gbuse, and indecd
abuse mare widely.

The leck of adeguarte alternatives
Lo the family to provide material sup-
port conditions the reaclions of
mothers and children o sbuse, We
live in & society in which care has
been orzanised primarily through
‘Tamllies’. As social provision of cire
has grown, alongside emplovment
opportunities, 50 has the opportuni-
ly tor women to place themselves
outside of abusive and oppressive
relations. . Albeit slowly and Im-
perlectly, conditions for seeing their
husbhands as more expendable than
themselves or their children have
improved,

For children the family, their
parenly, are the lens through
which they see the world. Children
2asily believe that their alternatives
may be worse, thar their parents
know  hest, leaving  aside  (hat
children desperalely want to love
their parents, want stability, and easi-
ly believe that if something is wrong
between themselves and their parent,
then it must be their fault, that thei
actions can ‘make things better.
From this comes the leverage which
parents hold over childeen 1w keep
quiet. A child abuse worker quoted
in the Guardian pointed outr that

while ‘ninety five per cenl of sex
abuse takes place in the family, you
could call i a culiure which develops,
when you ik aboutr discussing it
with parents before taking any action
with sex abuse you'reimmediately in-
10 the position that the family will
cloze the ehild down',

Allernanve approaches minimise
the rmole of the family, and instead
coneentrate on Lhe sexuaiity of men
— not a5 learned and made possible
through the power relations of the
Family, but abstractly. Bea Camp-
bell's views lead in Lhis direction. Tt i3
a recipe, despite much outrage about
abuse, lor turming atention away
[rom the institution and the society
which conditions both the sexualily
of men and the abuse of children.
Following this, wewould fail to make
demands wday which would lead 1o
cenpowering the children and victlmis
ool abisi,

The recent debates in the National
Union of Swudents arg 2 case in
point. Resolulions have been put and
carricd which have no mention of the
fumily, Child sexual abuse is seen as
coming from nowhers, incxplicahle
Pornography and Lhe inherent sex-
uality ol men are posed as ‘causes’.
Therz is no mention of improving
sogigl  supportss  and  tesources
because the social relations withln
which child sexual abuse takes place
arc nol  # focus. Consequently
demands are reduced o supporting
survivors groups, spreading lierature
and opposing pornography.

Important though these are they
do not even touch the social relations
which both condition sexuulity and
render children powerless and make
their abuse possible. Contrary o the
claim that taking familial and social
relations as the core somehow “let s
men off the hook, the assumption of
some guintessential male sexuality
dand implication that men will more
or less automatically abusc children,
does this. Such campaigns focus on
keeping men's sexuality in check, and
punishing abusers, rather than em-
powering the vietlms, Similarly, por-
nography graphically reflecrs social
relations; 1t strengthens  and
legatinnises attitudes which children
begin to learn from the real relations
i their families and in society

laging the family central to our

strategic framework leads to
other courses of action loday, The
Function of the family @5 an institu-
rion is precisely 1o ensure the unegual
diseribution of power betwieén men
and women, the reproduction and
care ol children, the comtainment

G

Arf roor
Cleveland
Was i

shatiering

af the

facadeal
the family'

[nDepth

and educution of children in paterns
ol dominanee, sesuality and control

An immediae response o child
abuse requires improving education
of both profesionals and carers and
ol children, creating more and herer
wilbare services, expanding Lhe social
benefit system. extending the legal
rights: of children and of mothees
creazing more, cheaper and wvallabic
howsing, dand other condrets steps.
Thisregquires a e fnancial lnves
mant, The loneer termy imipact will
be o open up the family, chailenge
our ideas ol power and r-rrmn-ra] rela

tionships, and crzate thie poesibilin
tor other means of living:

ot oonly ke expansion of
resourees buf the inevitahle libérating
impact and consequenl  political
strengrhening of the oppressed which
this would involve % exactly what 15
apposed by those who wish 10 hush
up the wirention belng given child
abuse, The “crisis of the family® has
been met by 2 massive campaign Lo
wdealise ‘traditiony]’ family relations,
Ten years of slashing secial services,
privatising medical care removing
rent controbs, and enemploynient,
all Bmit ophone and  ntensiy
material pressures 1o stay i violenr
and ghusive situations

While these policies maks in-
dividual suffering more provacied
and desperare they cannol reverse the

gualitative changes i rhe social
structurd in fhe last forny wears,
themsglves  spawned by basic

economic teends, which explain why
child sexpal abuse, wnd other realities
ol “family life, are coming 1o public
dention,

Cleveland was no, as Bea Camp-
bell mammtging, fundamentally  u
‘ronirontation’ between zenders’. Tt
was fundamenrally a shattering of
the facade of the lfamily, sbmethlng
so unbearable that an almighly cam-
paign has been launched arfempting
to stick it together capain. IF we
mistake one of the products — the
consiruciion of zender and sexuality
— for the whole edifice then we will
help underming demands for prac-
tical aviion (oday and take Tho focus
wwiy from the institution of the
family which conditions and gives
sense to the systematic sexual assaull
ol children, and much else.

ANNE KANE
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